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PREFACE.

Tnr four Essays which I here lay before the puhﬁu. contain
the ripest resultz of my laborious resenrches into the Sacred
Writings and Heligion of the Zoroastrians. Their prineipal
aim is to present in & readable form, all the materials for
judging impartially of the character of the Scripture snd Religion
of the Parsees. The Seripture being written in a language very
little explored hitherte, I have thought it necessary to snpply an
ontline of ita grammar; a priocipal use of which I trost may
be to enable the Parsces to loarn their Bacred language, and
make researches of their own into their Zend Avesta. The
Roman Alphabet has been employed throughout ; and my system
of trangliteration may be learnt from the alpbabet of Zend charac—
ters with their Roman equivalents, which iz added gt the end.

My best thaoks are dae to my subscribers, who have epabled
me to bring out the work.

MARTIN HAUG,

FPoona, 2nd February 1862,
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1.
HISTOR Y

OF THE

RESEARCHES INTO THE SACRED WRITINGS
AND RELIGION OF THE PARSEES

FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES DOWN TO THE PRESENT.

1.—-THE REFPORTS OF THE GREEES, ROMANS,
ABRMENIANS, AND MOODAMMEDANS,

In this chapter I intend to give a brief outline of the gradual
acquaintance of the westero nations with the Zoroastrian religion,
{now prolessed ooly by the small Parses commaunity in India, and
by & very insignificant portion which remained in the ancient
fatherland in Persia,) and principally to trace the history of the
scientific researches attemptad in Euroapa into the original records
of this ancient creed, where the true doctrine of the great Zoroas-
ter and his successors, buried for thousands of years, is to be
found.

To the whole ancient world Zoroaster's lore was better known
by the name of the doctrine of the Magi, which denounination was
commounly applied o the priests of India, Pecsia, and Babylonia.

The earliest mention of them is made in the Prophet Jeremizh
(39, 3), who enumerated among the retinne of king Nebuchadnez~
zar at hia entry into Jerusalem, the * Chief of the Magi™ (rab
mag in Hebrew), from which statement we may distinetly gather,
that the Magi exercised a great influence at the court of Baby-
lonia 600 years B. C. They were, however, foreigners, and are
not to be confounded with the indigenous priests. 1In the Old



wilivgd

2 REPOET OF THE GREDEE,

Testament no account of this religion is given; only once
{Ezekiel VIIL, 16,17) it is binted at.* The Persians, whose
only priests the Magi appear to liave been, however, are never
spoken of as adherents to idolatry. The Persian kings, chiefly
€yrus, {calledl Koresh in Hebrew, Kurusk in the eunciform
mscriptions) favored the Fews. In Isaiah this great king is
called * the anoited of the Lord (mashickh in Hebrow
45, 1,), the shepherd who carries out the TLord's docrees
(44, 28) ; be is the eagle} called from the oripot, the man
appointed by the Lord's counszel (46, 11); he is stremgth-
ened by the Lord to subdue the keathens (45, 1.4 From
these high terms, in which king Cyrus, who professed the
religion of tho Magi, is spoken of, we are entitled to infer that
this religion wag not so diametrically opposed to the Mosaic as
the other ancient religions were ; that Cyrus, at all events, was no
idolworshipper,—a supposition, we shall find confirmed by Hero-
dotus, and by the sacred books of the Parsees themselves. The
Zorosstrian religion exhibits even a very close affinity to, or rather
identity with several important doetrines of the Mosaic religion
and Christianity, soch aa the personality and attribotes of the
devil, and the resurrection of the dead, which are both ascribed
1o the religion of the Mag!, and ate really to be foand in the pre-
sent seripture of the Parsees. It is not to be ascertained whether
theze doctrines wers borvowed by the Parsees fram the Jews, or by
the Jows from the Parsees ; very likely neither is the case, and in
both these religions they seem to have sprung up independently.

® The religious coatom sluded to in Heekiel, nodoobtedly refors to the religion off
ths Magi. The prophet complaion that rome of the Fews worship the sun, holding
towarda their faco cartain twiga, Exactly the same custom es being obeerved by the
HMagi of holding & bundle of twigs in the baods, when @ugnged in peayiog, is reparted
by Btrabo (XV., 1 7535, edition of faspabon), Pt iathe so-called Barsom { Beregma i
Zend) used np to thia time by the Parsea prients when angaged i wooship,

t Tn Aeachylea's celelirated play *'the Pocalece,'™ the eagle iz the symbel of the
Porsian ampive {verses 205-101, The engle was, 38 Xeoophon reporz, (Crropadia VII.,
T. L) the onnign of tha spciont Persinns,

t The Hebrew ward goyim, (lileeary *people’) nsed i the plursl sé it is bers,
d‘:nml the hesthenish natiens, the idol wosshippers, in their strictest opposition to the

ranlites.




