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PREFACE.

As an old man, I may be allowed a little
quaintness in giving a litle to a book; and
a considerate reader will not quarrel with
me for choosing that of “ Thoughts for the
Thoughtful," inasmuch as it is the best that
bas occurred to my mind,

Some of the following pieces have already
appeared in the " Tract Magnzine;” and, in-
deed, the whole volume itself is of a very un-
pretending character, elaiming no attention
vither for the novelty of its design, the bril-
liancy of its wit, the extent of it infurmation,
or the depth and soludity of its wisdom, Dut
as we expect not the common architeet to
ercet a pyramid, 50 my humble design may
escape the censure of all who prefer useful-
ness to grandeur.

In thus collecting together a few of my fu-
gitive thoughts, it has been my wish to exeite
the reflections, and eall forth the thankfulness
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and kindheartedness, of the thoughtful on a
va'ﬁety of subjects, well worthy of more at-
tention than 1 have bestowed upon them,
He who duly considers what o minute speck
deranges the clearest sight, and what a mere
spark kindles a conflagration, will be careful
neither to propagate error nor to excite ill
will. I hope my little hock is consistent
with truth, and I truat it is of & {riendly spi-
rit. If we wish for peace on earth before we
enjoy it in heaven, the least we can do, in the
midst of our unnumbered infirmities, 15 to
foster grateful and kindly emotions ; for it is
only when the heart is full of thankfulness to
(God, and unfeigned love and charity to man-
kind, that we can reasonably hope * the wil-
derness and the solitary place™ to be * glad,”
and the ** desert” to “rejoice, and blossom as
the roze.”
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