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LIFE AND OPINIONS

TRISTRAM SHANDY, GENT

CHAFPTER I

I wigm either my father or my mother, or indeed both
of them, as they were in duty both equally bound to it,
had minded what they were about, when they begot
me; had they duly considered how much depended upon
what they-were then doing ;—that not only the produc-
tion of a rationnl Deing was concerned in it, but that
poasibly the happy formation and temperature of his
body, perhaps his genius and the very cast of his mind,
—and, for aught they knew to the contrary, even the
fortunes of his whole house, might take their tumn from
the humours and dispositions which were then wpper-
most j—Had they duly weighed and considered all this,
and proceeded accordingly,—I am verily persunded 1
should bave made & quite different figure in the world,
from that in which the reader is likely to see me—
Believe me, good folks, this is not =0 inconsider-
able a thing as many of you may think it ;—you
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have all, 1 dare say, heard of the animal spirits, as how
they are transfused from father to son, &c., &e.,—anda
great deal to that purpose :—Well, you may take my
word, that nine parts in ten of a man's senze or hus
nonsense, his suecesees and misearriages in this world,
depend upon their motions and activity, and the different
tracks and trains you put them into; o that when they
arc onoe set asgoing, whether right or wrong, "tis not o
Lalfpenny matter,—away they go cluttering like hey-go
wad; and by treading the same steps over and over
again, they presently make a road of it, as plain and as
smooth as a garden walk, which, when they are ence
used to, the Devil himself zometimes shall not be able
to drive them off it.

Pray, my dear, quoth my mother, kave you net
Jorgot to wind up the clock #——Good G—! cried my
father, making an exclamation, but tsking care to
modernte his voice at the same time———Dhd ever
wont, sinee the ereation of the world, fnterrupt o man
with suck a silly quagtion ¥ Pray, what was your father
saving ? Nothing.

CHAPTEER 1L

Trex, positively, there i nothing in the guestion
that I can sec, cither pood or bad.———Then, let me 661l
you, Sir, it was 2 very unseasonable question at least, —
becanse it scattered and dispersed the animal spirits,
whose business it was to have escorted and gone band
in hand with the HOMUNCULTS, and conducted
him safe to the place destined for his reception.
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The Homuwcurus, Sir, in however low and ludicrous
a light he may appear, in this age of levity, to the eye
of folly or prejudies ;—to the eye of resson, in scientifie
research, he stands confessed—a Bemve guarded and cir-
camaeribed with rights,——The minatest philosophers,
who, by the bye, have the most enlarged understand-
ings (their souls being mversely ae their enquiriss), show
us, incontestably, that the Homurovros is created by
the same hand—engendered in the same course of
nature,~endowed with the same locomotive powers and
facultics with usj—that be consists, as we do, of skin,
hair, fat, flesh, veina, arteries, lipaments, nerves, carki-
lages, bones, marrow, braing, glands, genitals, bumours,
and articulations;—is a Being of as much activity,—
and, in all senses of the word, a3 much and as troly
out fellow-creature as my Lord Chancellor of England,
—He may be benehittod,—he may be injured,—he may
obtain redress; in a word, he has all the cloims and
rights of humanity, which Tully, Puffendorf, or the
best ethic writers, allow to arise cut of that state and
relation.

Now, dear Bir, what if any aceident had befallen
hiwm in his way alone l—or that, through terror of it
natural to so young a traveller, my Littlo gentlaman
had got to his journey's end miserably spent;—his mus-
cular strength and virility worn down to a thread ;—
hiz own animal epirits rofled beyond description,—and -
that, in this sad disordered atate of nerves, he lad
lain down a prey to sudden starts, or a series of
melancholy dreams and fancies, for nine long, long
months together,—I tremble to think what & founda-
tion had been laid for a thonsand wesknessea both
of body and mind, which-no skill of the physician
or the philosopher could ever afierwards have set
thoroughly to rights.



