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Americun Publishers” FPrefuce,

Drriwe the disenssion in the Scnate of the Tnilad
Riates, npon the Wil to confnr addilional military
pank upon Geoneral Winfield Seott, in aeknowledg-
ment of his great serviess to Liz counfry, General
Bhieldz remarked that ne worthy history of the
Mexican war lizd yet been wrillen., The truth of
the observation was everywhere felt. What Las
hitherto appesred oo the subject, beyoud the official
despatches, has more resembled romanee than his
tory, being in the main confined to dashing narra-
tives of the persoual adventures of roving or helli-
gerent Hotapurs, who knew little and cared less about
the dizeipline and routine of the every-duy life of the
rerular soldier; or on the other hand to enlogistic

eompilations, preparved for sale, rather than as coutri-
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butions to history. The writers of both classes have
“ east dizerseily into shade” whatever would * offend
{lio cyu” of the readers they sought to approciate.

As a partial remedy for the evil eomplained of by
{lie gallant officer above referred to, the publishers
put forth the prezont volume: If it does not rise 1o
iho dignity of history, it at least pactakes ol at
faithfulness of record and cleayness of delall which
give history its value. The anthor is manitestly
auperior o that clags of his countrymen prdisarily
found in the rauk and file of an aymy, ln Intellizencs,
in edueation, in observation, in deseriptive aud nar-
yative power, and in ecaudor and Hberality of seuti-
ment.,  Something of forelzn misapprchension, pos-
sibly some degree of [reign prelecence or prejudice,
may be found in his pages; and it iz by no lacans
improbable that some of his criticisms upon men andd
events may he unjust; but there is throughoul the
volume an evident desire to be just us well as inde.
pendent, both in eriticism and in narration,

The publishers confidently express the opinion, in
which they are confirmed by the verdict of tha lite
rary wentlemen to whom the work has been submitted
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for supervision, not only that nothing has yet issusd
from the Ameriean press thai gives so infelligent and
lively a descripfion of the ecfuelities of the war in
Mexico, bub that no work iz extant in the Englizh
langnage which presents so interesting a pietore of a
soldier's life—hiz ronnd of econversation, ks employ-
ments, his toils, dangers, and esenpes—what he sces
and does, and how he does tt—as this antobiography.
The reader will find if dilfcult {0 parl company with
the auihor.  Thore iz no *line weiting”™ to pall upon
the tuzte.  Rverylhing is told natorally, aad every-
thingr i deseribed carncstly. Whe =tyle iz pervous
vot chusbey, and [eee from lhe coarseness which too
ofien dislipures o soldier’s norrative. Yot there is
no sentimentalily. The manliness of the true soldier
is apparent on every page.  The charm of the work
ie in the impressive distinedness of every pilenfre of
place or incident. Tho reader will feel as {hough he
accompanied the Lhardy soldier from the moment of
Lis enlistment o thal of hiz discharge ; messing with
him on CGovernor's leland, marching with him to
join the forces under General Scott, sleeping with
Lim on the mountain side, where the bed i3 made
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softer by pntting aside seme of the larger stones, eir-
guitously approaching the scene of action, exchanging
a repartes or @ word of encouragoment with & com-
rade, mingling in the mélée, and finally entering the
cily of Mexico in trinmph, and realizing all the peeu-
liarvities of its buildings and its people.  Bo vividly
Is every scone painted  that o slranger, with (he
volnme as his guide, might trace the entire route of
the Awmerican army thromph Mexien, locate every
bivomac, and comprehend svery manceuyre or wililary
movement. The publishers fool assured that this
commendistion ol the volome will be verified by every

intelliment reader of itz pages.



