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PREFACE,

Tuese volumes have been compiled from the
numerous collections of Ballads printed since the
hegioning of the last eentury, They contain all
but two or three of the ancient ballads of Eng-
land and Scotland, and nearly all these ballads
which, in either country, have been gathered from
oral tradition, — whether ancient or not.  Widely
different from the true popular ballads, the spon-
tancous products of nature, ars the works of the
profeszional ballad-maker, which make op the
bulk of Garlands and Broadsides. These, though
sometimes not without grace, more frequently not
incking in humor, belong to artificial Hierature,
— of coorse to an humble department!  As

¥ This distinetion is not absolute, for several of the ancient
buitads bave s sort of ltorary charncter, and many broad-
sides wera peioced from oral teadiclon, The ooly populer
ballads excluded from this selaction that regoice mention,
are T'he Boany Hynd, The Jolly Begpar, The HBafled Hrighe,
The Keack in the Oreel, and Tha Korl of Evvel,  Thess bal-
fads, (n all their varieties, roay be found by veferring to tha
general Index at the end of the sighth volume. To extond



wiii FPREFAQE,

many ballads of this seeond elozs have beew ad-
mitted a3 3t was thooght mizht be wished for,
perhaps I should say tolermted, by the * benevo-
lent reader”  No words eould express the dul-
ness and inotility of & colleetion which should
embrace all the Roxburghe and Pepys broadsides
—a scope with which this publication was most
undezervedly credited by an English  joomal.
But while the broadside ballads have been and
must bave been oleaned, the popular lLallads
demand much more liberal trestment.  Many of
the older ones are mutilated, many more are mis-
erably corrupted, but as long as any traces of their
originals are lefl, they are worthy of attention amd
have received it.  Wlen a ballad is extant in a
variety of formes, all the most important versions
are given, — Less than this would have seemed
insufficient for a collection intended & a comple-
ment o an extensive series of the Dritish Poets,
To meer the clbjections of readers for pleasure,
all these. pieces which are wanfing in general
interest ara in each volume inserted in an ap-
pendix,

The ballads are grouped in eight Books, nearly
corresponding to the division of volomes. The
arrnngement in the several Books may be called
chronologieal, by which is meant, an arrangement

the utility of this index, referenees are ale given to many
gther balleds which, thongh nob worth reprintivg, may occa-
sigunlly be ingquired for.



IREFACE. X

arcording to the pn:;nhal:ula antiquity of the story,
not the age of the actual form or language. x-
ceptions to this rule will be observed, partly the
result of oversight, partly of fluctuating views;
the most noticeable case ia in the First Book,
where the ballads that stand at the beginning are
certainly not so old as some that follow.  Again,
it iz very possible that some pieces might with
pdvantage be traosferred to different Books but
it is believed that the general disposition will be
found practically convenient. Tt iz as follows : —

Boor I contains Ballads involving Superati-
tions of varions kinds,—az of Fairies, Elves,
Water-zpiritz, Enchaniment, and (ihosily Appa-
riions ; and also some Legends of Popular
Heroes.

Boox 11 Tragic Love-ballads,

Boox LI other Tragic Ballads.

Boox IV, Love-ballads not Tragie,

Boox V.Ballads of Robin Hood, his followers,
und compeers.

Book VI Ballads of ather Outlaws, especially
Lorder Outlass, of Border Forays, Feods, &e.

Boox VIL Historical Ballads, or those relating
to public charmeters or evenia,

Boor VIIL Miscellaneous Ballads, especially
Humorouos, Satirical, Burlesque ; al:o some speci-
mens of the Moral and Seriptoral, and all such
pieces as had been overlocked in prranging the
earlier volumes.
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X PHEFPACE.

For the Texts, the rule has been to select the
miosk authentic coples, and to reprint them as they
stand in the ecollestions, restoring readings that
had been changed witheat grounds, and noting all
deviations from the originals, whether those of
previous editors or of thiz edition, in the margin.
Interpolations acknowledged by the editors have
generally been dropped.  In two instances only
have previously printed texts been superseded or
greatly improved : the text of The Horn of King
Arthur, in the gt volume, was furnizhed from
the manuseript, by J. 0. Halliwell, Esq., and
Adam e, in the 6fth volume, has been amended
by a recently discoverad frapment of an excellent
edition, kindly commuonieated by J. P, Collier,
DE

The Introductory Notiees prefixed to the seve-
ral ballads may seem dry and somewhat meagre.
They will be found, it iz believed, to comprize
what is most essential gven for the less cursory
reader to know, These prefaces are intended o
give an aceount of all the printed forms of each
ballad, and references to the boolks in which they
were first published. In many cases naleo, the
eorresponding ballads in other Ianguages, espe-
gially in Danish, Swedish, and German, are briefiy
pointed out.  But these last notices are very im-
perfect.  Fascinating as such investizations are,
they vould not be allowed to interfere with the
progress of the series of Poels of which this eol-



