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CHAPTER L
INTRODUCTION.

PLEASANT it is for a man whose hand has
oftener grasped a hunting erop than a pen,
to sit down and try to put a few notes on
paper, of some of the good things he has
had the luck to participate in, and indulge
in some homely-printed chat—to coin an
expression—of good horses and good men.
It is, perhaps, the next best thing to
“fighting one’s battles o'er again” over
the walnuts and wine; and what more de-
lightful thing is there than that same talk
B






INTRODUCTION. 3

his office by a change of markets, or to
his chambers by an unexpected Brief. One
would naturally think the latter was the
keener of the pair; but the closest observa-
tion has left me still in doubt. A good
sportsman is never anything buf keen, and
in discussing this question, one is always
reminded of the octogenarian who had been
a four-days-a-week man all his life : on his
death-bed he said he had but one regret—
that he had not smoked less and hunted
more ! It is certainly just one of those
good things in life, that one can never have
too much of.

In the way of comfort, [ venture to think
that between hunting from home, and
hunting from a distance, there can be no
comparison, and no man would take the
latter as a pure matter of choice. In fact
so patent is it, upon a moment’s reflection,
that it would be absurd to dilate upon the






