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PREFACE

As an undergraduate ot the University of Michigan,
the euthor's interest in the subject of Semmmlics was
aroused by the study of Bréal's Essai de sémantigue
and Wundt’s Vilkerpsychologie, which were read in a
course in general linguistics given under the supervision
of Projessor Clarence L. Meader. Some time Iater, while
in quest of a subject Jor a doctoral dissertation, the author
received from Professor H. A. Todd, of Colwmbic ['ni-
versily, the suggestion that ke imvestigate the problem of
the semantics of doubiets in the Romance languages.
Upon investigation, it was found that the semantics of
French doublets had olready been treated in a dissertation,
Uber die Bedeutungsentwicklung der Scheidewirter des
franzosischen, by Ewald Thomsen, Kiel, 18go. The brevi-
&y of thet work, kowever, gnd the notable advance which
kas beem made in etymplogical studies in recent years
seemed to warrant g further cawvassing of the subject.
The present volume é5 an altempt fo present the case in
the light of sound and recent methods of linguistic in-
vestigation,

At the outset it wos intended o cover the semantics of
Romance doublets in general; bul it early became evident
that the attempt to make a study of the entire field
was too embitious an undertoking and would involve loo
long a period of research. The study was accordingly
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limited to French doullets, and even here it seemed best
to restrict the imvestigotion to words appearing lextually
in the period preceding 1530, and lo concenirate atiention
upon those groups which upon acltuel experimenl were
found to be most interesting and instructive in lheir
semantic development. The practicel classification of
doublets here presented (namely, according lo the various
sources — ecclesiastical, legal, elc.— from whick they
were introduced inlo the longuege) was arrived af in-
dependently by the present author. It was, in o sense, a
gratifying corroboration of the author's method fo discover
later that a similer pan hed been adopied by o German
doctoral candidate, Hons Keck, whose dissertation on a
kindred subject, Die lateinischen lehnwortlichen Sub-
stantiva (Konkreta) im neufranzizichen, Darmstadt, 1017,
appeared some lime before the inception of the present
work, but awing to the vicissitudes of intercommunication
during and tmmediately after the World War was not
obtainable in ihis country until recenily.

To reack a thoroughly satisfactory working definition
of the term doublets proved to be o knotly problem, which
was af last solved with only o relative degree of accuracy.
Another imvestigator might have found i desirable to
approach the subject from quite o different angle, The
author's preference for the historical rather than the psy-
chological approach to the solution of semantic problems
will probably meet with Litle objection om the part of
philologists, who, it would appear, are in the main agreed
that it is betier to awail further development of the science
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of psyckology before atiempting to apply psyckolopical
methods to the study of semandics.

It is hoped that the introduction, os ap oppendiz, of
a fairly complete word-list of French doublets etymolo-
gically as nearly occurate asy possible, will be of general
wsefulness lo those interested i the subject.

Without the scholarly odvice and unfailing interest of
Professor H. A. Todd, of Columbia University, this work
would doubtless long since have beem comsigned lo the
limbo of wunreclized ambitions. For this sympathetic
guidance the outhor wiskes lo express deep indebledness,
Professors J. L. Gerig and Federice de Onls have given
valuable sugpestions concerning lhe Ireatment of the sub-
ject, and have aided in many deloils of the bibliographky.
To Visiting Professor Anatole Chomard and io Professors
Raymond Weeks and Dino Bigongiari the author owes
grateful recognition for puinstaking and fruitful criticism
of the text. Professors R. H. Fife and A, J. Barnoww have
kindly assisted with elucidalion of the Germanic efymolo-
gies involved. The author's colleague, Mr. E. M. Bowman
has kindly aided in the correcling of the proofs.

New Yore Crty,
' August, 1922
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