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INTRODUCTION.

—_——

Taene i zearcely an event in hisfory en which opinions
have g0 much differed, as on the execation of Mary, Queen
of Beots, 'While some have extolled it as an act of parfect
justice, and a master-stroke of a bold policy; others have
peinted it as a daring violation of all law, a solemn mockery
of justice, prompied by bigotry and carried out by jealonsy.
It has been the eame with the characters of the two queens,
Mary snd Elizabeth. Representatives of two antagonistic
religious principles, each of which, in its time, still enter-
taingd tho expectation of subdning and sxtirpating the other,
it may be anticipated that each party did its utmost to hide
the fanlts and extol the virtues of its favourite, and so to
distort snd falsify actions and facts that none but thesynx-
eye of an adversary can pretend to penetrate their troth.
Often, too, a false candour oo the part of later Protestant
writers, and & natursl pity for beanty, grace snd elegance,
trodden down by barbazons violence, and brought to an ig-
nominions death by scarcely any right but that of strength,
have made admissions which, instead of throwing light ona
copfused and bewildering subject, have only added to its
obscurity. i '
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Bo much scems to be clear, that Mary, brought up &
bigoted, uneqmpromising papist, and sent to rule over a
turbulent pecple equally bigoted end uncompromising in
ita protestantism, and that protestantism not settled and
established, but still struggling for existence, would have
been expelled from the Seottish throne, even if she had
been an angel of light. Bat such she certainly was not,
Her partiality for Rizzio, her share in the murder of Dernley,
sud her marrying the murderer exposed her to the just in-
dignation of her people, and drove her an exile to the
British soil.

Whether it was right to detain hor there & prisoner, 15a *
gquestion too wide to be discogsed here. Enongh that she
could never acknowledge such a might, and felt herself
justified in etriving by all means brought within her resch,
to eacape this captivity. FProbebly she was not very scru-
pulons in the choice of these mesns ; and, if she did not
instigate plote for the deposition or the assassination of
Elizabeth, she was not over-anxious fo discountenance or
to denounce them when brought to her knowledge. On
ﬁnoamhma.ixmmﬁimmummmm-imm
supplying the adverse party with a rallying point, from
which they might hurl Elizabeth from her throne, and again
overthrow the dearly-won protestant constitution. We
need, therefore, not wonder that those who by their position
were called upon to defend the lstter, had et last recourse
to the ooly remedy likely to secure the triumph of their
principles, as well as their personal safety.

Still we feel ehocked at the illegalitiee and viclence-of
their proceedings, although they were oot worse then those
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employed in all state-trials of the period ; and still more by
the hollowness and hypocrisy of Elizsbeth berself who,
while enjoying the fiuits of these proceedings, was anxious
to throw their odinm and ponishment upon those who had
served her but too faithfully.

" Schiller, natorally anxious to excito the strongest sym-
pathy for his hercine, has laboured to render thie view
88 promment as possihle. He folly admits the crimes of
Mary's youth, but guards againet our disgust of the per-
petrator, by exhibiting her deep penitence and contrition
in comnection with her profound humihiation and intense
sufferings which reach their climar in her execotion. This
he represents as entirely unmerited; and in =0 doing, he
does not scraple to heighten the odium which this trans-
action has brought on the memory of Elizabeth.

For this end, he has taken the greatest liberty with history ;
be has altered and transposed facts, created new personemes,
chenged characters, and attriboted to individoals sentiments
and actions uneupported by any record, too numercus to be
here stated, mdtnupdphlemhenvﬂ-lmkcdhythﬂ
reader of history.

Mnnyhnvenmmﬂhmdalmmnghﬂﬂmmmthn
play. But this seems fo be hardly fair; as he could not
well present Mary's character and sitnation withount a fall
displey of Romanist feelings as their prime mover. The
laudations of Roman art and popish ceremonial which he
puts into the mouth of the fletitious Mortimer, serve to
explain the man and his deeds. Hﬂiiﬂhﬂ]f-mﬁdﬂl‘ﬂlm’
who plunges into Romanism to escape the moral trammels
of his protestant education ; and who adopts nothing of his
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new creed, save that daring jesvitical Licentionsness, which,
by means of confession and absolution, i to free him from
all the restraints for which religion is mainly designed.

Mary's confession and reception of the communion on the
boards, intended partly for stage effact and partly to leave
no moral doubt on the mind of the spectator of her in-
nocency of the crime for which she was executed, is & con-
trivance a8 clumsy aa it is offensive, Even Giithe condemned
it; aad, aa far as I know, it is always omitted in the por-
formance.

There are alsa seyeral mistakes as to fitles and
localities which it would be needless to point out to an
English reader. )

Vet with all theze draw-backs, and with all the neglect
of the historical back-ground which might have so greatly
heightened the interest and instruction of the play, it i= the
crestion of genius, and will ever rank amoug the master-
pieces of German literature, as a painting of an eminently
tragic sitgation, and of & sgblime toumph of mind over
matter, of the human will over brute foree and viclence,




Perfomen.

Glifabeth, Renign wen Tholam.

HMaris Stuart, Knigin ven Shottlons, Sefangene in Frglawn,
Hobett Dubley Boof oon Beiefe.

Seorg Talbet, Fraf ven Shremibury.

Mitheim Gecll, Bavew ven Bucleigh, Erofifchcpmeifer.
Eraf ren Xent.

Wilhelm Davifor, Stachifreiie

Amiad Paulet Riterr,? LHitber ber Maria,

Mertimer, jein Tefe.

Fraf Hubefpine fransffder Gefanterr,

@caf Bellievw e, submobenfiger Dotfidafter wn Branlreis.
Drelly, Fecthoerd Frommh,

Mengeen Drury? yodver Hiber ber Tavia,
e lwil b Santfelmrifier,

Gaund Sennedvy, b osme.
Htocgaverha Kxcl? hee Rammerfoon.
@hetif ber Graffdoft.
Dfficier brr Beibtoade.
Fromgbfifde unb euglifhe Geeeen.

Trobanten.

Gofeiener brr Rowigin sen Englomy.
Dicoer and Diensrimnen ber Kemigin vem Sehettlont,

1 Bir Amisy Panlet,
% Bir Do Dirary.
¥ Wite of Carle, sne of her lats secretaries.



