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DONA LUZ.

I
THE MARQUIS AND HIS STEWARD.

VILLABERMETA is not of necessity to be the ecene
of all my stories. The events [ am now going to re-
late—events of a very interesting nature—took place
not many years ago in a town not far distant from
Villabermeja and which I shall call Villafria, keeping
its real mame for & more important oceagion. And
then between Villsbermeja and Villalria the differ-
ence is but slight; for if it be true that Villabermeja
possesses 4 patron saint of more mirsenlouvs power,
WVillafria, on the other hand, enjoys a wider extent of
territory, has a larger population, finer honszes, and
wealthier land owners.

Prominent among these latter was the Sefior Don
Aciselo, 2o called since he had attained his forty-fifih
year, before which time he had been called ¥ Aciselillo ™
up to the age of twenty-eight, and sfferward “ Uncle
Aciselo.™ The title #* Don™ had come later, and was
prefixed to the * Acisclo™ in comsequence of the in-
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ereased dignity and importance imparted to the good
man by the wealth which by honest industry he had
sueceeded in asquiring.

The favorable reputation which he enjoyed ex-
tended thronghout the entire provinee. e was es-
teemed, not only a8 a “warm ™ man, and one who, in
case of necessity, eonld lay his hand wpon two or three
millionz of reals, but he was alao extolled as 4 man
of parts, npright in all his dealings and firm &3 a stone
wull; and so conzeientious, so exemplary in his devo-
tions to the Virgin and so full of the fear of the Lord,
that he fell little ghort of being & eaint, notwithstand-
ing all that malicious tongues—which, indeed, for that
matter, are never idle—might say to the contrary.

The truth is that Don Aciscle had known how fo
reconcile self-interest with probity and justice. He
had acted as the steward of the Marquis of Villafria
for at least twenty yearz, and he had managed matters
in swch a way that the possessions of the marquisate
had passed, little by little, from the hands of their
owner into his own more industrious and careful
hands,

This tranamizaion had faken place in an altogether
natural and legitimate manner. Den Aciselo was in
no wise to blame becanse the marquiz was exiravagant
and dissipated, and far from being impated to him as
a fanlt it was rather to be eateemed as a merit that he
himgelf had been intelligent, sconomical, and shrewd.



