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INTRODUCTION

From the time of Ritschl's critical work upon
the comedies of Plautus (1848 to the present,
one of the chief desires of student: of Plautus
has been to sclve the problem of the Plautine and
un-FPlautine elements in the comedies. The ex-
istence of un-Plautine elements is quite evident
from the clear traces of revision which the
parallel versions in the manuscripts show. Very
little comparative study of all the plays has been
made, combining minute mternal analysis of the
plot of each play and a2 study of all its features,
mternal as well as external, with a comparison of
strmular features in the other plays; for as Lan-
ren pomnted out,' oo often the conclusions as to
Plautine technique have been drawn from the
minute analysis of single plays, instead of {rom
such comparative studies.

It 15 because we feel that such a study can make
a definite contribution to the solution of the prob-
lem of the Flantinity of the plays that we have
undertaken it. For this purpose even a very
cursory reading of the plays suggested the ele-
ment of deception as one occurring mn a suthcient
number of the comedies to serve as a hasis {or

L PLautlnbar:l;e_ -:'-ltudien. L'J:refac:e.
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4 INTRODUCTION

the study. Moreover the prominence of that
element in many of the comedies is striking.

An analysis, then, of the comedies from the
point of view of the plot of deception, with a con-
sideration of the general situation within that
plot, oi the characters mvolved in it, both the
tricksters and the persons tricked and the assist-
ants engaged 1o carry out the stratagems, of the
object and nature of the deception, will, at least,
be worth while for a surer appreciation of Plau-
tus himsell, A study of the technique of the plot
of deception, the methods employed in carrying
it out, and the interrelation of the plans laid for
the trickery and the execution of those plans,
naturally invelves a study of the Greek ariginals
of Pilautus.

It is hoped that this investigation will help to
determine whether it 15 true of this device, as of
anagnorisis, that it “does not seem that a single
element essential to an intrigue, a single feature
of the phyvsiognomy of a character 15 thorooghly,
necessarily, irreducibly Roman "=

At least 1t 13 hoped that sotne hght may be
thrown upon Plautus’ relation to his sources, the
use that he made of those sources, and the fate
of his plavs at the hands of those who presented
them in later times.

L

2 Legrand: Daos, po 55
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DECEPTION IN PLAUTUS

CHAPTER I

Tur Promi¥ENCE 0F DECEPTION AS AN HLEMENT
e TRl COMEDIES OF PLAUTUS

EFORE entering upon a detailed exarmina-
tion of the comedies of Plautus in order to
study minutely the elements which make up the
fealure of deception 1l is necessary to state a fact
which is evident from even the most cursory read-
ing of the plays, namely, that deception appears in
varying degrees of importance. In that respect
the plays fall into three groups:

(1) Those in which deception is the chief in-
terest

(2} Those in which deception is an important
but not the chief feature

(3} Those in which deception is almost or en-
tirely lacking.

From the broadest point of view

Class 1 would include the Asinaria, Bacchides,
Captivi, Casina, Curculio, Epidicus, Mercator,
Miles, Mostellaria, Persa, Poenuntus, Pseudalus,
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