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PREFACE.

Twr Thibte iz o god bool,  If is the best book. It s Goal's book.
IL coniaing 2 glorions syshee of doctdne iavolving the sadvation of
men, the redemption of the world, and the glory of its Author, Tt
pives an epitomized history of the past. and alse, by prophoey, of the
Mtore.  Im it the curlau is lifted h]r Aivine hamids, and he yel Lo Lo,
sxhifiled Lo view snd contempludion. By deseriptions, fignres, and
symbols panoramnelilbs it passes befors us the grest convulsions
whith have vet Lo agitate the mations, the Lumulls whicl: have 1o
dislract and perplex the people: the terribie hosta which have te be
matharel together to battls from the wor-mad nations of the earth;
the oeeans of Wosd which have to ke shed; and the coormons mult.
tudes of alain to be strewn on the fields of conllict. It exhibits the
onward progress of thesy things, and reprasents them a3 darkening in
horror, until the day of the Lord dewns, and the Son of men eomes
tn the redemption of His own loug, long suffering peoplo; aod this
groaning earth, iradden dovn, oppressed, cursed by Satan ifs hellish
god for six thowsand yenrs; and eonsequently veght to be studied
by all.

I ks o great mistake to say thal prophecy is o dark subject, diffionlt
to be noderstond, cannot be understood; and therefore it is labour
in vain to study it Buch = a refleetion upon the wisdom of God,



T PREFALE.

wie his piven ug this faroe portion of s word; and & dasing im-
peschunent of His veracity, who bes seid; that off Seriptars, and eom-
sequently fhe praphens pordion ot Sovipture, * s profitable for d octrine,
fur repran, for eorcection, fur instroction [o rizitecasness ™ 2 Tim.
tii. 145, Many prophecies are easy fo be understood, while efhers ave
mure Cifttenlt, bt the diffienlty of =ome is ne rossen for ﬁ]mnﬂnllirlg
the study of all, or of any: bet on the conlrary a slrong argument
for wndortaking and prosoeoting i with prayerfid vicour and per-
soveranee, And thiz Jabonr shall be oerowned with an abundant
reward ; Lor it 1s weitfen, = Blessed is e that readeth, and they that
hear the words of 08 prophecy, and keep these things which are
written thureing Tor (B e i af band” Rev. L 3. But the man
whi deelines the sludy of propheey Leesuse it is diffenlt to he
nndurstomd, virtmally dakes 1 sway from the Bible—Ehrows it asdde
Lrpnding it az worthless, thomgh the veles of God may be heard from
that which I3 rejected, mttering the awful doom of the rejeeier ; s TF
any man shall take rway from the words of the book of this pro-
iy, Gudl sholl taloe away bis part om of the book of lile, ang out
of thi holy ¢ily, sed rome e things which s wrikben in thiz book™
Tar, xxii, 1k

Whalever muy have been Ure stnound of pelienl study and prayer-
fnl investicadion of the prophatie portions of God®s word, it wonld nol
b mnying too magh, to =2y, that it never has reesived afl to whick it
fs entited.  And in too many instanecs, men whe svemingly wished
to b eandid and wnbinseed, huve entered npon the stndy of propleey
with unvonselons prepossession in favonr of certain views; and cons
sequently, fetead of understanding the langeare in its plain Fiyeil i1
matical meaning, they have endeavourcd to see in i, and brivg eot
of ity an entirely dilferont mesning—s meaning which the lanznage
does nol express: and which the folfilled portions of prophecy do
not indleate nor austain, - They have laboured to spiritnalize Hterality
oub of existanee—ont of the Bible, and make the fature fullilment of
propheey something very differont from the past ; and that foo, with
the interpretations of God's providenes withstanding them to the face.
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There ave perkaps more studonts o prophecy in he preseat day
than there have been in any other sge.  The prediction of Tiniel is
seemingly being fulfilled; = Many =lall cun fooand fros" Uk is
wany slull sndesvour to sesroh out the sense of proghoey, “and
bmenwleds 77 (hat is, the knowledgo of propheey * shall be fnensased”
There ure domhtlesa more prophotic expositions frem the pulpil;
and never did the press pour forth so momy volumbes julicpreting
prophooy, as i is dolwy al dhe present day. And QU s worthy of
nofice, thal the great majority of theas—almost the whele, many ol
which =re the produetion of men of grent talenf, learning, cundonre
and picty—eontend tor the lleral inberprotation.

The views presentod in the fillowing pores ara literal, and the
argoments advanesd sre Lo esfablish that derpretalion. 1L is nof
peetended that there is anything vew in ese, bul stmpky an exhibi-
tion of the trull presenbed in Berplore, Yot it is confessed that
some views sgoset forth mere plaisly sml extengively than the
suthor has seon them in any work,  Many of them were pressuted
o hbs Mlock in aeourss of lectores, and a desire has froquently been
eaprgsseld loses them in prinl. After mneh hesitation he has
reanlved to lay them before the public, I in the providenes of Cod,
they shouid furnish instewetion o ony, no matter hew Low, 1ot
glorens revelations of the Hely Spirit lo man or slic up others Lo
engago m the study of thal poriion of Holy Wity he will feel that u
great objoet hss been guined.  His sole desien @s o exhibit the troih
of God's word—to set forth the plory yet fo be revenled, as foretoll
by the spirit of propheey, in all ite miphty everwhelming indluencs,
for the conversion of sinnems, und the edificution of God's peoplas
and his earnest prayer is, thal (el wonhd bless his  hnmble
endasyour.

115

Fishkitl Londige, Felbvivery 24, 1804
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