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CHAPTER XYV.

HIGHER EDUCATION IN RUSSIAN, AUSTRIAN, AND
PRUBSIAN POLAND,

By NERMANN SCOOENFELD, FPh, D,, Irofessor of Modern Languages and Con-
finenial History 8 (e Columblan Thiversity, Fashinglon, D. il

Torrgan GUTCINE,—General summary of education.—Plar and arrangen sil.—Exieat of
Poland.~~The Foles and the dismemberment.—Langnage.—Its wiructure. Skefoh of
the higher education in Poland during her Independence: Anciend foundaiion of the
Tniversify of Cracvie; ile carly Risioy.—Polish schoole af the time of the Raforma-
tion.—Hevival of higher sducation gnd downfall of Poland. Higher edscalion fm
Euesian Poland: The New University of Warsair.—Constitution of the University
of Warsaw,— Latest statiztios of the University of Warsew.—Repori of the rector.—
The four faculties, —Tnalitule of voterinary surgery.—— Univervify Tibrary,—Arohirves, —
Secondary edwoation in Warsaw.— Wasieal education fn Farsaw.—Secondary edupa-
tion in the country af Targe.— Wiloo.— drchices of Wilno. Witebek, Highsr educition
in Augirign Feland; New University of Cracow.—Imparial dcademy of Sciences —
The four faoulties .~ University Wbrary.—Stafc archivcs.— Universily of Lenibery.—
Unirersity libravy; Ossolifsli Tibrary; Arehives.—~Imperial Schosl of Tecknology in
Zembery; eecondury schools.—Secondary schools in Calicla, Fducation in the ancient
FPolish provinces of Prussia: Polish origin of the Univervity of Tocnigshery.— Lyceum
Hoxignum ; sccondary #chools in Prussia ; librarics,— Province of Fosen, Tibrariss.

GENERAL SBUNMMARY.

The Kingdom, or rather Repunblic, of Poland ! {zeezpospolitn Polska)
disappeared from the commonwealth of nations, after an existenee of
cight hundred years, at the end of the last century. The dismember-
ment of the Republie, which in the sixteenth century was the grentest
power of eastern Europe and had for centuries served as a bulwark

1% Poland,” says Lelowel, ono of her greatest historiunae, */is o veritable and pure
Repnblic, only invested with the forms of o constitntional monarchy.” The pringi-
pal characler in tho constitution of tho Polish Government was a very decitded senara-
tion between the exeontive power intrusted to ihe King, ond the legislative power,
superior to the former and exercisad by the nation, i, ¢., the representatives of those
citizens who alone enjoyed political rights, the nobility and the clergy., These
deputies, nontii, abont 200 before tha partition, and the senntors, elected hy the
King, conld nssemlle either separately or combined, thus forming but one Chamber,
the Diet (S3eym), generalem omninm ferrarnm conventum.
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againat the destructive invasions into Europe of the Mongoelian, Tar-
tar, and Turkish hordes,! was accomplished by Eussia, Austria, and
Prusssia in three partitions (1772, 1783, 1705}. The paris which once
constitnted the Republic of Poland are still intepral parts of the threa
countries respectively. According to MorfilPs words, “Its limbs,
although distorited, are still instinet with life;” its language is still
spoken by upwards of ten millions; its literature is the oldest Slavonie
literature next to Bohemian, and surpasses in importance and scope all
the other Slavenic literatnres talken together, i. e., Bohemian, Servian,
Croatian, Slavonian, Russian, Bulgarian? Its institutions and lawa
have perished, some of them fortunately for the broad masses of the
Tolish people who had nothing but the pairimony of the disinherited,
gerfdom. Austria at once introdueed into Galicia the Aunstrian eivil
code; in the Thrussian Polish provinces the Prussian Landrecht pre-
vails, Rusesia alone permitted to the Kingdowm (tsarstvo) of Poland o
shadow of selfgovernment and many privileges. Alexander I con-
ferred great privileges upen the University of Wilno, confirmed the
Eithnanian statates in the western and sonthwestern governments and
the code of Napoleon in Poland proper from the year 1807, But all
this waa changed into Russian law by n ukase of June 25, 1840, Yet
in spite of the diffienltics and restrictions nnder which the dismem-
bered country labers, there are several very active ccaters of Folish
literatnre, culture, and education, foremost among them Cracow and
+ Lemberg, theroughly Polish, excellent nniversities in Austrian Galicia,
The work of the Academy of Cracow, founded in 1372, is of puch n
high staodard of excellenes, its editions of the Folish authors of the
goliden ago (1541-1606) ara so valuable, the many learned reviews that
appear in Polish, equal to the beat in viher vivilized countries, present
30 much original research und materinl that it s only o guestion of
time when Polish literature and culinre as well as that of the other
Blavonic couniries will constitute an esscntial part of instruetion in
onr mniversities to supplement the Germanic and Romance langnages
and litcratures,

1In the reign of Holeslas ¥V (1#37-1479) the frightfol Mongolian invasion tonk
 place (1241}, Although gelving & Tyrrhos vietery of the lattle of Lignica (Lice-
nitz) In Bilesin, Lhey were diverted into Hangary after their foreo had beon broken,
Nothing since the battlo on the Catolaunion fields enn be compared with that cor-
nage. In the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, the Poles went forth
the champions of Christendem and rofled back lhe tide of Moslem conquest from
Ewrgpe. Justly, therefore, Melanchthom, speaking on this subjeet, says: *The
magnaaimity of this nation is eapecially displayed in their continnal wars againat
the Tartars for the tranquillity of all Enrope. For centurics she has protected
Eurvpe sguinst the Tartars ond the neighborhood of savage Asia. Let us never for-
get theso obligations to Folanid, and let as recollect whe ore the people, snd in what
regions of the earth they were made instroments of Providenese, and by protecting
Enrope, enabled her to pressrve within her hosom humanity, religion, and those
arts anid sciences so beneficial to society.”
 According to Estreicher {Bibliographia Polomica, Cracow, 1870), it representa
two-thirds of the ontice 8lavonio literature.
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The University of Warsaw, although Bussified to a great extent
sipcd the late insurvestion, is still rich in national Polish spirit, learn-
ing, and cultare, The Polish press of Warsaw still turns out many
valuable books, magazines, and reviews in all branches of literature
and seience.

Prussia has best sueceeded in Germanieing her Polish possea-
giong, slowly eliminating or weakening the Polish element, ‘care.
fully avoiding any of those reprisals which would eanze a European
scandal,” But “der neus Kury,” under the enlightened young
Emperor Willinm II, has thoronghly reversed the old theory, if not
the old practice. Coercion has been redoced to 'a minimum, yet the

lerman lsnguage makes mors rapid strides than ever and does not
saffer ander the fact that Polish is cultivated in family and scheol,
especially in the religions eduneation of the people, who are mostly
ERoman Catholics, It geems az if the idea had won ground in the
highest anthoritative circles of Prussia that a people with an almosé
equally old western civilization, abundantly rich literature, language,
and histery, ¢au not be weaned and severed from it by persnasion,
force or police measures, Thns, while the provinces of Posen, Upper
Silesia, and old Prussia have s by far greater (ferman population and
more completely Germanized Blavs under the admirable Prussian
aclool system, the educational influence of three years' military train.
ing! and the peneral high standard of Pruossin’s judicinry and admin-
istrative institutions, yit the Polish langnage and literature are
extensively cultivated among the people by the Oatholic Chureh, in
ihe public schools by IPolish teachers doring the limited time that is
allotted to their language, and in the higher schools for their intrinsic
valne and because it is o fundamental necessity for uuderstanding the
historieal vrigin and develspment of all the provinees between the Elbe,
or at least the Oder, and the Vistnla. Indeed, the colonization by the
German clement of all that land is nothing but a profracted straggle,
beginning as early as Churlemagne’s time and not finighed yet by far,
to subject, io absorbh, or to annihilate the Slavonie, principally Folish,
population that has expanded over the territory vacated by the Ger-
man tribes during the first migrations of peoples. For Leopold ven
Lanke's stalemeut, #Bs gind zwei Vilkerwanderongen, durch die der
Umkreis der deanischen Gebiete ans dem inperen Uermanien ber
bestimmt{ worden : dio eine war nach dem Westen, die andere nach dem
Osten gerichtet,” is absolately correct. But while the Germanic tribea
had pushed themselves forward toward the weat and south in power-
fol streams and in & cumpnrwhvely short period of tlme, the backward

' 'mnt.m “us etaleumnt ‘which may sesm pmdomcul to !..huun who are wont to
consider the German military service as a waste of time and energy, removing bun-
dreds of thousands of men from temporary production. Bat any military instructor
who, like myself, has had an opporlunity of observing many Polish recrnita who
come to the army ae analphabete and leave it with o goed equipment of German
education, an enlnrged horizon and excollent training, will surely agree with me.
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flood toward the east against the natural course of Blavonic immigra-
tion oecurred slowly, gradoally, throngh many centuries, often infer-
rupted by long paunses, historically not determined. While during the
first migration Teutonic pagans pushed beyond the boundaries of Ger-
manis, it was Catholic Christianity, the victorions Roman Church, the
monks, who accompanied the progress of the Germans; later on it was
the Reformation which led thousands and thonsands toward the East.
It is, of course, not to be forgotten that o second main incentive was
the craving for material wealth and worldly power which made such
invaziona very bloody, cruel, and unjost, full of epic battles and adven-
tures so graphically deseribed in Mickiewiez's Konrad Wallenrod,
coneerning the stroggle between the Lithnanians and the Teutonie
knighta.

There is no Polish nniversity in these Prussian provineces it is troe,
but Poscn and Bromberg (Bydgoszcz), Danrig and Thorn, even Bresloa,
the capital of Silesia, and all the Upper Silesinn towns, not to speak
of ity mostly Polish villages, have still very strong Polish traits and
traces. The concessions made to Polish edueation especlully and Sla-
vonie langnages and literatures generally, the importance attributed
to these branches in Prossia appear from the strong Slavonic depart-
meuts not only at the eastern universities of Breslan and Kénigsberg,
but also st the University of Berlin. It is a very characteristic fact
that for the first time, so far aa I know, a acholar in Slavonic languages,
the famouns Wladyslaw Nehring, has become rector magnificns of the
University of Drealan {1803-84).

Prof. Karl Brugman, of Leipric, in Trie Deutschen Universititen,
edited by 'W. Lexis, says in regard te Blavenic philology in Gormany:
“Blavonic philology, that bloomed up in the countries of the Austrian
Crown and is sbont us old as Germanic and Romance philology, ean
nuturally not have such a broad ground in Germany as ita sister disei-
plines, Tt has at present three full profeasorships, in Breslan, Leipsic,
Berlin, ocenpied by Nehring, A. Leskien, whose principal merite lie in
the domain of Slavonie grammar, and A, Briickner,! THesides the great
snccessor of Miklosich (d. 1891}, V. Jagidé, who, besides an extraordingry
many-sidedneas in literary production, has done an exceedingly merito-
rioug work in grammar a8 well as in editing rovised toxts and investi-
gating topies of literary history, was at the University of Berlin for
several years (1874-1880). The latter ia the founder of the Archiv fiir
alav. Philologie {founded in 1875), the central organ of that seience.”

As for the important role that the Slavonic element has been deatined
to play in German life, it appoars from the history and literature of
Germany, which are quite permeated with its influence, German histo-
riang never grow tired of showing the contrast of the two national
characters; German poets and authors compare and contrast their

1In the research of the Bultic-Blavonic langnages, the works of Leakien, A. Bez-
zenberger {Gottingue, Kinigsberg), sud A. Briiekner (Berlin) are foremost.
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traits and peculiarities, their ideals of edueation and culture. No one
has done it better from a German point of view than Gustav Freytag,
himself born on the frontier of Upper Bilesia and Rustian Poland, at
Kreugburg, in his Soll und Haben, and especially in his claesical his.
torical novels Die Ahnen and Bilder ans der dentschen Vergangenheit,

PLAN AND ARRANGEMENT.

It is my particnlar task to give a report on the higher edueation in
the diffarent parts of Poland, and with special reference to the shaping
of the methods of instruetion and organization on the part of the three
(Governments, Russia, Anstria, and Prussia, with a view to agsimilating
the Slavonic population to the Government policies, social traditions,
and eivilization of the three nations respectively.’

For this undertaking it is neeessary, first, to define more aceurately
the limits of the Kingdom of Foland at the time of her prosperity and
of her decadenee, while yet independent among the European nations;
second, to give a sketch of the development of her edncational facili-
ties in the way of higher institntions of learning aud universities during
thie period of her independence. Only from & comparison of her educa-
tional conditions while independent can we ascertain and realize her
progress of retrogression in higher eduocation after her partition, the
changes wrought for good or for evil, the assimilation to or reaction
against foreign inflnences, the transmutation of political and aocial
ideals, the participation of the different glasses in an eduncation which
is partly not their owun, inocnlated with idenls conceived by her eon-
querors in order to bring her children to a gradosl mentsl and intel-
Tectoal ag well as physical sobjection,

EXTENT 0¥ POLANIN

At the period of her greatest prosperiiy under the later Jagiellos,
Bigismund ¥, Sigismond IT Angostos (1507-1572), the short interreg-
num gnd the brief nominal reign of Henry of Valois (1575), and the
valiant Btephen Batory (1576-1586), Poland extended from the Baltie
to the Rlack Sca, touching it at Akerman; from Bohemia, Moravia,
Auatrin proper, Hungary, and the Danubian prineipalities to Russia
beyond the Dnieper. The greatesat length of the country from north
to sonth was 713 English miles, and from east to west 693 miles, It
embraced an aren of abount 282,000 English square miles, and this area
in 1880 had n population of 24,000,000,

For our investigation, however, which coneerns Polish soil and

! The present monograph ia o summary of & more extensive work on Higher Eduea-
tion in Poland now in course of preparation, and to be published later throngh the
rogular channels of trade. The author hegs to acknowledge assistance from Benstor
Michael Kruszka, of Milwankee, on Galician secondary schools, and receipt of
valoable printed masterisl from the pedagogical and geographical socioties of

Lemberg.
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Polish people proper, we must exclude all the country which was not -
Polish in spirit and nationality, thongh at certain times it belonged to

the republic by econquest. Thus that part of Kijowska which Lies

beyond the Dnieper, ineluding the famons old eity of Kief, one of the

eradles of Rassia, was ceded by the Crown to the latter country by the

treaty of Andruszowo, 1667, and was never gotten back., Kief is con-

sequently a pnrely Enssian university, which will find no place in our

traatise on higher education in Poland.'

Anatole Leroy-Beaulien, in his unsurpassed work, The Empire of the
Tears and the Russians, has best expressed this idea, saying: ¢ Sepa-
rated from (reat Mossia at the time of the Tartar invasion, Little
Russia was through five centaries sabject to Poland and Lithuania, not
to muech purpose. Only the polished surface—the nobility of Kief,
Volbynia, Podolia—became Iolonized. Tt is owing precminently to
the Greek orthodox rite that the bulk of the people, the immensa
majority of the inhabitants of Kief and Ukraing, bave turned out
rquite as Ruasian as the people of Moscow.” Leroy-Beaulien's clever
translator, Zénaide A, Bagozin, shows in a footnote (I, p. 118) that the
statistician, Tshubinsky, whe has published scme very detailed statis-
tical tables on this very snhject, as found ent that the Polea could not
muster 14,000 strong in the above three governments put together.
¥Even making allowance for some exapgeration in the Kossian doen-
ments, still so much remains that the fignre of the genminely Polish
population is extremely low. In those three governmenta the num-
ber of Catholics, smeng whom there certainly are non-Polonized Tittle
Russians, amonnted to scarcely 400,000, or less than n seveith of the
entire population (16.94 per cent). In these same three governments
the nomber of Israclites rose to over 730,000. TUnfortunately, Mme.
Ragozin exfends this calenlation also to Lithnania and White Hussia,
L e, to ol the provinees annexed in one of the three divisions of
Polund, without any statistical proof.

Bmolenska also, with the important eity of Smolensk, an objoct of
strife between Lithuania, Poland, on cne hand and Russia on the
other, was transferred to Ruossia forever by the treaty of Andruszowa.
Nor was Inflancka, or Livonia, with the old Hanseatio city of Riga,
though acquired by FPoland in 1561, ever Polish in spirit, or sympathy,
or civilization.

Poland, in the strict sense of the ferm, also called the Crown of
Poland {Korona}, consisting of Great Poland (Wielkopolska) with the
principal cities of Posen (Pozpad), dating from the earliest period of
the Hepublic, and Warsaw { Warszawa), which became the capital of
the country as late as the reign of Sigiamund IIL and of Little Poland
{Malopolska) with the famous old ecapital Cracow {Krakdw), was
united with Lithuania (Litwa) by the manlage of Jadmga., the Polish

' We ghall, however, Jearn later that f..hie uun'cmty, after the snpptelswu u[ Wn
saw, wne the grenteat regort of Polish stodents.




