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TO THE TEACHER

THE design of this series of School Readers is to
help children to acquire the art and the habit of read-
ing well — that is, of interpreting the printed page in
such manner as to give pleasure and instruction to
themselves and to those who listen to them. The
selections throughout have been chosen with refer-
ence both to their literary and educative value and
to their fitness for practice in expressive oral reading.
All the lessons in this volume are easily within the
comprehension of pupils in the fourth-year grades
of the public schools.

The notes under the head of *Expression,” which
follow many of the lessons, are intended to assist
in securing correctness of pronunciation and enun-
ciation, a clear understanding of what is being read,
and the intelligible and pleasing oral rendering of
the printed page. These notes should be carefully
studied by both teacher and pupils.

The phonetic exercises should be freguently and
persistently practiced until every pupil acquires, not
only the ability to enunciate properly and in natural
tones, but also the habit of doing so. The pronuncia-
tion of troublesome words should be noted, and every
word in the lists should be spelled both by letter and
by sound.

Among other special features to be noted are:
(1) the adaptation of the lessons to the seasons of the
year in which they will most usually be studied;
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(2) the arrangement, in groups, of certain selections
that relate to similar subjects or that require similar
methods of study and recitation; (3) the interesting
quality of the historical and biographical stories, in-
cluding the patriotic exercises appropriate for the
February holidays; (4) the many selections relating
to nature, and especially those which inculeate les-
sons of kindness to all living creatures; (5) the
numerous lessons which, without being didactic, are
calculated to inspire worthy and noble ideas of life
and duty; (6) the group of interesting letters by
famous persons, a feature which appears in each
book of the series above the third; (7) the fre-
quent introduction of stories and poems which
readily lend themselves to dramatization, and also
the little play near the end of the volume — features
which are of much value in the practice of expressive
reading; (8) the constant care to cultivate in the
minds of young learners a taste for the best style of
literature as regards both thought and expression,
thus pointing the way to an scquaintance with the
best books in our language.

The exercises under the head of “Word Study”
at the end of the volume are designed to supplement
the “Expression"” notes, and they should be the
subject of daily reference and study.

The selections to be memorized are such as have
been recommended and reguired by the departments
of education in New York state and elsewhere. They
should not be disregarded until the end, but should
be studied and spoken at appropriate times through-
out the year.
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