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“And as to the loves of Hercules it is difficult
to record them because of their number. But some
who think thar Iolius was one of them, do to this
day worship and honour him ; and make their

loved ones swear fidelity at his tomb.”
(Plutarch)
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

HE degree to which Friendship, in the ear
T history of the world, has hetnp:ecognised z
an institution, and the digniryram-ibad to it, are
things hardly realized to-day. Yeta very slight ex-
amination of the subject shows the important part
it has played. In making the following collection
I have been much struck by the remarkable manner
in which the customs of various races and times
illustrate each other, and the way in which they
point to a solid and enduring body of human senti-
ment on the subject. By arranging the extracts in
a kind of rough chronological and evolutionary
order from those dealing with primitive races on-
wards, the continuity of Sncsc customs comes out all
the more clearly, as well as their slow modification
in course of time. But it must be confessed that the
present collection is only incomplete, and a small
contribution, at best, towards a large subject.

In the matter of quotation and translation, my
best thanks are due to various authors and holders
of literary mpyrﬁh ts for their assistance and author-
ity ; and especially to the Master and Fellows of
Balliol College for permission to quote from the
late Professor Jowett's translation of Plato's dia-
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logues ; to Messrs, George Bell & Sons for leave
to make use of the Bohn series; to Messrs. A. & C.
Black for leave of quotation from the late J. Ad-
dington Symonds’ Studies of the Greek Poets ; and
to Messrs. Longmans, Green & Co., for sanction
of extracts from the Rev. W. H. Hutchings’ trans-
lation of the Confessions of St. Augustine. glsn cases
where no reference is given the translations are by
the Editor. G

March, 1902.
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