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* Thi chureius in thoee early tines were entirely Todepeadest;
mone of them subiect to any forepn jurlsdleton, baisch one
governad by its own rulers and ity own laws”

HOIEEIN, Cent.

b @ conree I would admonish all to bewsre of who would mveid
ths damger of being made Indrpendents, ™
Orwen On ECHIEs.

WILLIAW LENNY, PRINTER, BECCLES.
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PREFACE.

Maxy months apo, I wes favoured with & perusal of
the eprliest recopde of the Tndependent church at Beenles.
An interest ity the aubiect onee sxeifed, T went on to collect
mnhnﬁmmt@inhhihhhtwyufﬂlin_nrwy: amnd
the re-opening of its place of worship, after considerable
aliteration, appeared 8 sultable Hme for offering thees re-
ocords to notics, in & permanent and connectad form.

Publieations of dissenting church history bove not
ususlly roerived extensive encouragement.  That civenm-
stance is, I bolieve, chiefly attributeble to the anxiely of
dissenting ministers and parents, in general, to inculeste
and maipsin the principles of personal religion, rather
than the peculiaritios of nonconformity. A just preference,
nnguestionably ~bat which has betrayed meny into &
neglect of topics immensely, though not supremely, im-
portant.  The youth of dissenting families too frequently



¥i FREFAUL.

grow up ia ignorance of any other reason for thelr non-
conformity than parental example. The satural result s,
that " by aod by, when persecution ariseth,”™ ¢r when
fashion, or emolument, or the attractive pomp of the na-
ticnel worslip, allores, they forsaks the groond which
their dncestors maintained at the peril of liberty, &nd of
Hife tself.

Viewed in thie light, the prevalent dieregerd of such
syhjects becomes & powerful indecement to inwite pten-
tion to thom, MNor am I altogether without hope that
local mssoriations and attachments, may, in the present
instance; ba subservient to auch & purpose. At sll events, T
&m desirons that my humble compitation shoold not be re-
garded aa @ meres depoeitory of what 1s curious ; but shocld
tend 1o encovrsge & thoughtful And candid investigation
of the higtory and principles of nopconformity, as they
are developed in works of wider interest and higher
literary pretensions.®

* fo addition to the books referred io in Ehe sebetquent pages,
may bs pntioned Towgoed's Letters to White; Furmesnx's Latiers
to Blacrkdone; Robimsea's Flan of Lectures on Nogcoefaormity @
Grakam on Eccledastical Esabilsbments; Marshpli's * Eorlasiastical
Establibtosts considered,” and * Ecclesiastical Establishmenis
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