LIBERALISM IN
RELIGION; AND
OTHER SERMONS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649280995

Liberalism in religion; and other sermons by W. Page Roberts

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



W. PAGE ROBERTS

LIBERALISM IN
RELIGION; AND
OTHER SERMONS

ﬁTrieste






LIBERALISM IN RELIGION

AND OTHER SERMONS

Y
1'.. Y
W, PAGE DOBERTS, MA

HISIETER OF 5. PETECS, vuE STREET, LOXPON o ¥DLMENLY VICAR &F EYE sU00els
AN O CLAT AND H00' Cneasaiasik SERVICE T .

= P owlesh more off AT DA FTows cacrug!

Al Gy thedp viees bBroougll Looeervizuels,

Tleen Lo Lowe doaelzpe mare =hom 1iesiy —

Bropudapre wikh muse iiaa steenacns Hdhertr-

Al L sbes plag, ©F BETT, UF filepech

W hom b betd ol I3ie speaeil rowaar LR |

An their deliverer © 1 heoangnt b,

Floy freqaent boodeserl D, an-l &t dast

Pre henp ineratizole on grorhiesh deecs1"
Sl Amtvi e

LONDON
SMITH, ELDER, & CO., 15 WATERLOO PLACE
LEEG






el
BLY WIFRK
CUNSTANT  UDUTPANLON  ANTY BEST CRIERD

e AL T VALEMIE






PRERFACE.

Tae words Libersl amd Liberalism of onee aronsc
a wpirit of mistrust in mwny stunds, which become
unsympathetie, irrecoptive, sad resentinl.  Even those
who appropriate these words in polities are less ready
to adopt them in relision.  Indeed, it seems as though
men bad but s strictly liaibed quantity of mental
wotor enerey, aul that those who expend it in one
kind of movement have nene lotf for any other.
Coertainly the seels which ave supposed to be the back-
bome of politieal Liberalizm e the most chstinately
immovihle in religion ; and men ever veady to cateh
the firel breeze impelling to peolitieal change have
reraained stolid as stone to the impalses of spiritual
progress.  Like Lot's wife, dbeir eyes are fixed on the

past, and they eannot stiv.  Bub the title T have
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aiven to these Sermons cavries with it noe political
conttotation. Bl not baevent it T6is nsed fo denote
a party which exists o e Protestant Chorehes,
and whiel s ever Tewl e anaboone e thie Chneeh
Catludie, Its apostle 1= St Panl, amd the Chorel
which is withoot 1 et have the spome fate as the
Chureh of Jevasalem. [ shonld have preforved 1o
speak of the methods of Divine edneation, or of the
dyunmics of religion: lut 1 mnst take the name
whiel [een have wiven, 10 {his however, 1 am cer-
taan, that Libevalisie fo orvelison g Conservalism of
reliion.  IF 3L were ned Taonl] nol Te its apologist.
Shonld  this little volnme be found nsefol, [ omay
offer another, intendod o show Tew pdmirably the
Chuorelt’s Ollices of Common Frayer wud of the Ioly
Communion serve 10 express the worship of o Liberal
i veligon. The Pravev-Book 15 for ns as well as
for onr brethren, 1t i som of 8 phrases we hd

meanings which we thimk are

sumpler  meanings
closer o veality—than the more fcclimical meanings
civen to them by High oo by Low Clharehmen, it 15
none the less denv o nee We do not say te the
Litualist, Gio to Bome, or, Goo o prson s owoe do we

deckre that the Evaeelead ouchit to beeonne o Das.



genter. If T may say so without levity, we are
¢ Liberal Unionists,” and the Prayer-Beok s the Lond
which binds uz all tegether. Tty voice is, ‘Ye arve
brethren . . . see that ye fall not out by the way.'
I may add that the spivit which should animate
Liberalism in reliion, and the methods it should
pursue, are admirably indieated Ly Dr. Bwainson in
his invaluable book o1 the Creeds. e woulid searcely
care {0 be called a Liberal in religion, B his words

muy e laid down as u rule for our pracoedings i —

The fact that voligion is a seleres is very often over-
looked : and oue conzequines is that we Licas [ar too fro-
quently of the opposition hetween seleuce pnd tlhwolooy.
But theology is a sefenee ) in the comimeu consent af all
intellient believers, it haz been made into one, Like
geology and astronewy, and history and moral philosophy
(mental seience), it hag its pecudiar region of facts and
phenomena, its peenliar dala, ibs ow priveiples ; but if is
4 serions wislake on the pars of its advocaies to coneeive
and represeut that the Lews which are to govern our in-
vestimations vegarding it ave of a characler totally differ-
cut from those which gevern gor insestigations into other
selences. Tt must be recognized that this iz u mistake
hefore weo can hope to draw geuerally the intelligence of
puankind or even devore eurselves in the spivit of St Paul
to the study of Chwistianity. Of eourse I kmow that there
ie mueh of Weddrpes yromes in many of the so-called
sclentific men of the day, as there is in many of the

an



