THE MIDSUMMER NIGHT:
OR, SHAKESPEARE AND
THE FAIRIES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649277995

The Midsummer Night: Or, Shakespeare and the Fairies by Mary C. Rumsey

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



MARY C. RUMSEY

THE MIDSUMMER NIGHT:
OR, SHAKESPEARE AND
THE FAIRIES

ﬁTrieste






o

THE MIDSUMMER NIGHT.
OR SHAKESPEARE AND
THE FAIRIES.

FROM THE GERMAN OF LUDWIG TIECK.

BY MARY C. RUMSEY.

LONDON :
PRINTED BY C. WHITTINGHAM.
1854,




To the Wenrory of

File "
-l

LUDWIG TIECK

AND WIS DEYOTION TO

SHAKESPEARE
TS YERSION GF 15 YOUTHFLL
TRIBUTE TO THE POET I5

DEDMTATER






EDWARD BULOW being with his ko-
noured old friend Tieck during the winter
of 1847, their couversation often led to
remembrances of the Poot’s youth, and Bolow fre-

quently had the pleasurg to hear him reed some of
his earlier Poetical Essays, chictly Dramas, which he
had fortunately preserved.

1 say fortunately, adds Bulow, not that T at all
believed that these productions would be available
now for the press, as Tieck had made his choice and
already printed several of them in his eollected works,

Yet, for the man of letters, even the loast sueeessful
and defective attempts of & great genins that he has
studied, loved, and honoured, must always be in-
teresting as marking the youthful dévelopement of

his powers.
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Tieck's brother, who had been his companion at
the time of their production, was of the party; end
Tieck occasionally read to them some of these early
effusions. They afforded capecial evidence of the two
poetical elements by which the poet in later times had
firet obtained the favour and love of the publie, by
that intense and inexhaustible love of nature, evinced
in his # Phentasus,” and the deep overpowering pa-
thos digplayed in hig ¥ Lowell.”

They undoubtedly manifested in him even then the
same gonrageous derision of the follies of the time
which 1v handled in po masterly 8 maocoer in lis
* Gostiefello Kater,” and repeated in his  Zerbino ;"
but tha poverning tone of his first poems remains al-
waye what we have named.

Of all these youthful poems, one appeared to Bu-
low the most remarkable, which Tieck had written in
1789, when he wae only sixteen years old, entitled,
4 Die Sommernacht,” This, even at the first reading,
fixed Bulow's earnest attention.  Tieck was surprised

that he admired this poem so much above the others,
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;‘nj did not rely on his judgment alone, but after-
wards read it 1o other friends at Bulow’s request,
and the pleasore they all derived from thia poetic
trifle fully justified the impressien it had made on
hirmi.

For a long time Bulow pressed Tieck in vain to
let the “ Sommeroecht™ be printed, but he was not
able to overcome his dread of the interpretation which
illpatured eriticism might put upen his complisnce.
At last, on Bulow's persoveranece, Tieck gave him to
understand that if be poblished it on his own respon-
sibility he wonld not ohject.

Bulow pladly availed himself of this reluctant per-
mission, and gave this little pem to the world in the
“ Rheinisches Taschenbnch™ for 1851,

It ia certainly a wonderful production considering
the age ai which it was written, and would net, I
think, have been deemed pnworthy of him &t any
time.

It is interssting as evidence of how deeply and early
the foundation was laid of Tieck's enthusiastic devo-
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tion to Shakespeare in after life, and there are fow if
any of the poetieal tributes to his memory that at all
approach it.

Like Bulow, T have obtained a relactant consent
from the fair friend to whom wer are indebted for the
following spirited version, te print it. T trust it is
not seying too much to promounce it worthy of the
original ; and I cannot but regret thet Tieck did not
live to see it.” It would bave gratified him living,—
and T have thercfore inseribed it to hia THEMOTY.

5 W. 5

Mickigham,
Deeambor 10, 1853,



