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PREFACE.

Tae following pages were written at the desire
of & gentleman connected with the presa; but,
their publication having been made contingent
upon the approval of a third person, the i intention
was given up from his thinking their ‘style but
little calculated to promote the reputation of
an author. Upon their being preached as ser-
mons, however, they were approved by many
who heard them, and the author was requested
to print them. To this desire he consented,
provided that, after being preached a second
time, they should still be thought worthy of
publication; and, this having been the case,
he felt that all personal congiderations should
give way to the prospect of being ugeful to
others. The Author has received & fresh in-
ducement to prosecute the work, from the
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knowledge that it has pleased God already
to bless ita pages to more than ome soul;
thus strengthening the main object which he
hed in view, that of supplying to his poorer
and lese educated brethren a few thoughts
that may comfort and encourage them under
a lot not Light or easy.
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THE BECOND EDITION.

Lirrie is to be said in sending forth a Second
Edition of this Book, beyond the circamstance
that it has been somewhat enlarged by ad-
ditional matter. On reading over what he
had written upon this Psalm, the Author has
felt that, however unworthy his - performance
of its exquisite compogition, it is betier to
sugpest thoughts than to say nothing, Any-
thing, in short, which could direct the mind
of the Christian to consider a portion of God's
word, so perfect, and withal so encouraging
as the Twenty-Third Psalm, would not be
a lost labour, if it only led him to follow
the Psalmist's example.

Birch, Basex, June 1, 1848,






CONTENTS.

CHAPTER L
THE BHEFPHERD.

Paaww rxiil, 1.— The Lord js my Shepherd ; T shall not
want" . B : . i 2 . F i

CHAFPTER II.
THE FEHEFHEED'B CRAFT.

Poase xxtli. 2—" Ho maketh me to lie down in green
pastures ; Ho leadeth ma beeide the etill waters,"”

CHAFTER 1I1.

Page

1

22

THE SHEFHERD HECOVERING THE S8TRAY SHEEP.

Paaiw xxili, 8.— Ha restareth oy soul : Ho leadsth me
in the paths of rightecusmess for His name's sake,”

CHAPTER IY.
THE VALLEY AND THE BTAFF.
Paarx =xiii. 4.—* ¥ea, though I walk through the wlley
of the shadow of Daath, I will fear no evil: for Thou
art with ma; Thy rod and Thy siaff they comfert

E
m#, s - -

46

Ta



