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GENERAL INTRODUCTION
TO THE SERIES

MaX has no deeper or wider interest than theology ;
nong decper, for however much he may change, he
never loses his love of the many guestions it eovers;
and none wider, for under whatever law he may live
he never escapes from its spacious zhade; nor does
he ever find that it speaks to bim in vain or uses a
voice ihat fails to reach him. Omnee the present
writer was talking with a friend who has cqnal fame
as & statesman and a man of latlers, and he said,
“Lvery day I live, Polities, which are affairs of
Man and Time, interest me less, while Theology,
which is an affair of God and Eternity, interestz me
more.” As with him, so with many, though the many
feol that theirinterest is in theology and not in dogma.
Dogma, they know, is but a =eries of resclutions
framed by a council or purliament, which they do
nol respsct any the more because the parliament wus
composed of ecclesizztically-minded persona; while the
theology which 20 interests them is a dizcourse tonching
God, though the Being so named i= the God man con-
eeived az not only related to himself and his world but
alsoas rising ever higher with the notions of the self sud
the world. 'Wise books, not in dogma but in theology,
may therefore be deseribed as the supreme need of our
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day, for only such can save s from much fanaticizm
and secure us in the full posscssion of a sober and
541 reason.

Theology is less a singla acience than an ency-
clopmdia of sciences; indeed all the sciences which
have to do with man have a better right te be called
theological than anthropological, though the man it
stiddies is not simply an individual but a race. Tts
way of viewing man is indeed characteristic; from
this have ¢ome soms of ite brighter ideals and some of
its darkest dreams. The ideals are all either ethical
or social, and would malke of earth & heaven, creating
fraternity amongst men and forming all states into a
goodly sisterhood ; the dreams may be vepresented by
doctrines which concern zin on the one side and the
will of God on the other. But even this will cannot
make sin luminous, for were 1t made radiant with
grace, 1t would cease fo be sin

These books then,—which have al] to be written by
men who have [ived io the inll blaze of modern light,
—thongh withoat having either their eves burped
out or their sonls seorched into insensibility,—are in-
teneled to present God in relation to Man and Man
in relation to God. It i intended that they begin, not
in date of publication, but in order of thought, with a
Thenlogical Eneyelopedia which shall show the eirele
of sciences co-ordinated under the term Theology,
though all will be viewed as related to its central or
main ides, Thia relation of Ged te human kpow-
ledge will then be looked ab through mind as o com-
munion of Deity with bumanity, or God in fellowship
with conereta man. On this basis the idea of Ecvela-
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tion will be dealt with. Then, so far az history and
philology are concerned, the two Sacred Books, which
are here most significant, will be viewed az the scholar,
who iz also a divine, views them ; in other words,
the Old and New Testaments, regavded as human
documents, willi be eriticised as a licerature which
expreszes ralations to both the present and the future ;
that iz, to the men and races who made the books,
az well as to the racea and men the hooks made
The Bible will thus be studied in the Semitie famly
which gave it being, and aleo in the Indo-European
families which gave to it the quality of the life to
which they bave attained. But Theology has to do
with more than sacred litcrature: 16 has also to do
with the thoughts and life its history oceasioned.
Therefore the Church haa to be studied and presented
az an inztitution which {ed founde! and man ad-
ministers, But it iz possible to know this Church
only through the thoughts 1t thinlks, the dectrines
it belds, tha characters and the persons it forms, the
paople who are its saints and embody it ideals of
sanctivy, the acts it does, which are itz sacraments, and
the laws it foilows and enforees which are ita polity,
and the young it educates and the natlops il directs
and ¢ontrolz,  These are the points to bo presented in
the volumes which follow, which are all to be cceupied
with theology or the knowledge of God and His
Wiy,
A, M. ¥,
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