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ALEXANDRIA COUNTY

[BY CRANDAL MACKEY]

Historical

Ceded to the United States

U LENANDRIA COUNTY, the smallest and most densely

populated county in Virginia, was once a part of the
county of Fairfax. Omn December 3, 1789, the State of
Virginia, by an act of the legislature and in pursu-
ance of the United States Constitution, ceded to the
United States that part of the territory subscquently known as
lhe counly of Alexandria, CCongress passed an act accepling the
cession.  Maryland ceded to the United States part of her terrilory
known as the county of Washington, and the two counties const-
tuted a terrilory, ten miles square, which Congress set apart for the
seat of government, and organized it under the name of the District
of C.olumbia, The county of Washington comprisgd all the land in
the District of Columbia north of the Potomac River and the county
of Alexandria all the land in said District south of the Potomac.

A circuit court was established by Congress for the county of
Washington and ancther for the county of Alexandria, and the (ir-
cuit judge for Alexandria County was required by law to reside
thierein.

The county of Alexandria, by reasen of its accessibility, soon
became an asylum for fugitive slaves, where they could seek the
protection of United States courts and the sympathy and aid of
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Residence of M. A, M, Lotheop

the carly abolitienists residing in the DRistrict of Columbia.  The
slavery question becoming each wenr more acute the gquestion of
sedie back the county of Alexundria to Virginia became a political
issue of that dav, the representatives in Congress from Virginia and
olher prosslavery states urging the retrocession of that part of the
District of Columbia knows: as Alexandria County to the State of
Virginiz,

Ratrocessien to Virginia

On the Oth day of July, 18460 the Congress of the United States
passed an act awtherizing a vote to be talken by the people of
Alexandria County to determine whether the county shoutd be
retroceded to the State of Virginia, and declaring that in case a
majority of the votes should he cast in favor of retrocession the
county should be retroceded, and right and jurisdiction forever relin-
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quished in full and absolute. An election was held and a majority
of the votes cast were for retrocession, Without any further action
by Congress the State of Virginia passed an act declaring that the
county of Alexandria was re-annexed.  Since 1846 the Staie of
Virginia has evercized full jurisdiction and control over said county,

Legality of Retrocession

At the time of the passage of the act of Congress, ceding the
county of Alexandrin to Virginia, some of the ablest lawyers in
Congress condemned the act and declared it to be in viclation of
the Constitution of the Linited Staies.

Among those who declared that the act of retrocession was
unconstitutional was John CQuincy Adams, who was one of the
ablest constitutional lawyers of his day.  He had been President of
the United States and was a member of Congress from Massa-
chusetts at the time Lhe act was passed. To the wavfaring man

The Home of Hon. John B. Hendemson, Je.
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it svonld seem that B the county of Alexandein could be coded nick
tee Virginia, then the county of Woshingoon could be coded back 1o
Marvtund wnd che [hstrict of Columbin ond the Capital and seat of
goveriiment abolished by an sct of Congress,

In 1873 Me Robert A Phillips, o Larde properiy owner in the
county of Alexondric. browght sulc to delermine the validity of
the et of retrocession. He alleced in kis suit that an assessment
Rad been made upon his propersy by etficers of the State of Vireinia,
that he had paid his eaves under profest to prevent the sale ef his

property by the State, and that the county of Alexandria wag not
within the State of Vicginin Dol within the District of Columbia,
He alleged that the ace of Congress ceding back the county of
Alexandria was illegal amd vold because in violation of the Con-

The Old Glebe Estate, Formesly the Residence of Secratary Caleb Cushing




