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The Synod of Streoneshalh.

: iUHTHUMBHIA was ab peace, after
| a long period of anarchy, bloodshed,
4 battles, and murders. Christianity
had been restored by St. Oswald, King and
Martyr ; York Cathedral, commenced by King
Eadwine, had been completed ; the great Abbey
of Lindisfarne had become a centre of Christian
light and civilisation ; and several other churches
and religionus houses were growing up over the
length and breadth of the land, Oswy, a wise,
_vigorous, and warlike King, one of the most
illustrious of his line, ruled Northumbria in its
integrity ; held nérthern Mercia under his SWAY ;
had subjected the southern Picts and Seots
to his authority ; and was Bretwalda of the
Heptarchy. This position, however, he had only

gained, and this peace firmly secured, after a
B



2 FORKSHIRE FAMILY ROMANCE.

great struggle and the shedding of much blood,
and, it must be added, after the perpetration of
an atrocious crime. When Paulinmns, under the
patronage of King Eadwine, had introduced
Christianity into Northumbria, Mercia was ruled
by Penda, a ferocious Pagan, who made a vow
to Woden that he wonld exterminate the new
heretical faith or lay down his life in the attempt.
Accordingly, he entered into a compact with
Cedwallon, a British Prince of Wales, and
together they invaded Northumbris. Eadwine
met them in batile and wes slain ; Paulinus and
the QQueen, with her children, fled to Kent, and
the kingdom was harried by the victors, who
sought out the Christians and put them indis-
criminately to the sword. Cadwallon remained
as ruler of the kingdom, and under his barbarous
measures Christianity became almost, if not
altogether, extinet, whilst the altars of Woden
were re-established in every direction. Osric and
Eanfrid, grandsons of Alla, first King of Deira,
after the death of Eadwine, were raised by the
voice of the people fo the thrones of Deira
and Bernicia, They had been baptised at the
court of their uncle by Paulinus, but now, as they
had no Christians to. govern, they apostatised and




