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PREFATORY NOTE

The present study is presented in the belief
that current discussion of educational aims and
metheds does not adequately take into account
the needs of girls and women. There is un-
doubtedly some truth in both of the opposing
views, on the one hand, that education of women
should be determined principally by their func-
tion in perpetuating the life of the race, and,
on the other hand, that as the laws of mind are
identical for the two sexes the education of
women should be the same as that of men.

It is true that in the past the activities of
women have been chiefly concerned with the
provision of food and clothing and with the
comfort and daily well-being of the young of
the group within the home. Such duties now
require, not simply sound physical life and
strong sex impulse, but large capacity for ad-
ministration, the ability and the knowledge to
enter the industrial and business life of the
group, and the power to utilize governmental
. agencies for constructive purposes of well-being.
It is also true that the educational system as
now devised for boys and men is properly
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PREFATORY NOTE

affected by considerations of a social, economic,
and commercial kind as well as by the ac-
knowledged principles of psychology. So far
then as the social and economic arrangements
of society allot to men and women different
tasks, so far must the educational machinery
be developed differently for the two sexes.
That both shall be treated according to sound
psychological principles, while to each is given
the opportunity for being trained for such
social tasks as await the well-equipped member
of a modern democratic community, is the ideal
to be sought.
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