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PREFACE.

—t——

T is hoped that these pages may be read
with interest, not only as a truthful record
of Conviet Life, but salso as a econtribution
towards Convict-Prison Reform. The writer
has at least one qualification entitling him to
express an opinion on thig important subject:
he writes —alas! —from personal experience.
Many names which would have added confir-
mation to the facts recited, have for obvious
reasons been omitted.

Lonnow, 30th Sspiember, 1873,
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODPUCTORTY.

N the following pages I intend to expose
some of the evils connected with the English
convict gystem, and in the interests of society to
eugpest some remedies. I must bhe very candid
at the outset and confess that all the knowledge
I possess on this subject has been pgained by a
gad and bitter experience. After living up to
middle life in the character of a gentleman, and
with the reputation of an honourable man, I was
weak enough to allow a terrible domestic afflic-
tion to drive me into dissipation, and the end of
my madness was the committal of an act for
which the law claimed me as its victim, An
English judge, who has since gome to that
bourn from which not even judges return,
B



