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1Per. L 8.

In whom, tho’ mow.Te fee Him #not,
et Believing, Te rejoyce with Foy
unjpeakable and full of Glory.

HE Defire of Happinefs is fo firong-

ly implanted in Us, It has fo deep a

: Foundation both in Nature and Rea-
fon, that One fhould be apt, under

a clofe and unprejudiced Attention to it, to
imagine, that the beft and nobleft Profpe&
of it fhould almoft neceffarily influence Mens
Faith and Practice ; that They (hould be defi-
rous of believing a Syftem, which promifes an
Eternal Happinels, and equally ftudions to per-
form the Conditions of attaining it. But if
We defcend from Contemplation to Fa&, if,
from what We might reafonably expe&®, We
turn our Thoughts to what we a@ually fee;
The Principles and Pradtices of Mankind give
Us a very different, a very melancholy Pro-
fpect. Their Defe@s however and Mifcar-
riages in Praice, tho' far from defenfible, are
yet ealy enough to be accounted for. The
' A fame
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fame urgent Defire of Happinefs makes themy
either overlook or wilfully negle& a more im-
portant future Intereft for the Sake of a
{ent and more immediate Pleafure. There is
fome Temptation at leaft, fome imaginary Ap-
pearance of Satisfaction in thefe Cafes, and
They are far from chufing Evil as fuch, or for
its own Sake, But ocur Speculative lnﬁdels
{eem to have arifen even to this unacconntable
wnnatural Pitch, and to triumph ferioufly in
fuch a deplorable Scheme, as, One would
think, muft terrify all ferions confiderate Per-
fons. Oar glorious Faith is renounced, and
with an Appearance too of great Satisfadtion,
for a Perfwafion full of real Hotror and Mot-
tification, and the Profeffors of Chrifianity
are even infulted and ridicoled, for being will.
ing to acknowledge their own Title to an hap-
py Immortality. Yet if This be not a Truth,
It is fuch an Error, as We have certainly a
natural Prejudice in Favour of, and therefore
were the Advocates for unaflifted Reafon guid-
ed in Earnelt even by That only, yet the leaft
They could impartially have done, had been
to exprefs with Concern, that They could not
acquiefce in the Bvidence of fo defireable a
Creed, as We Chriftians profefs, But on the
contrary, Inﬁdchry is made Matter of Mirth
and
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and Triamph. They rejoyce, or at leakt pro-
fefs to do fo, im having, as They think, dif-
cerned the infufficient Foundations of that Re-
velation, on which the Pardon of all our Sins,
the Security of all our Hopes and our Title to
everlafting Happinefs depend. But is This at
the loweft, on their own Principles, if I may
call them fuch, a Matter of Sport and Satif-
fadion? or when confidered by a Chriftian,
Does It call for our Pity rather, or our Indig-
nation, to fee Men taking Pleafure in fuch
miferable Principles, and exulting as if They -
had made a Difcovery of great Conlequence
to the Benefit and Welfare of Mankind ? The
Hlaftration of our better Hopes will be both
an agreeable and a profitable Subje& of Me-
ditation, for in the Refult the Whole Strength
of Infidelity depends on the contrary Suppofi-
tion. It is not by mere Speculation and Ar-
gument, that We can expect to recover Thofe
to our Holy Faith, who were never tempted
and feduced from it by any Strength of Argu-
ment. The Evidences of Religion have been
a thoufand Times proved and demonftrated,
and do and ever will ftand onanfwered by
them. Their Cavils at Scripture Difficulties
have received diftin& and fatisfactory Solu-

m, and have indeed been anfwered to a fur-

; prizing
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prizing Degree of Clearnefs, confidering the
Diftance of Time We ftand at from their Ori-
ginal Promulgation. The only real Tempta-
tion therefore to Loofe Principles lies in this,
that Men flatter Themfelves, that the Disbe-
lief of Religion is a comfortable Thought, and
that They may enjoy Themfelves and their
Pleafures more truly and fatisfactorily under
this Refuge, than under the Acknowledgment
of the Chriftian Faith, It cannot therefore
be an unferviceable Work to dete.this Error
allo; to fhew that our Religion is as well an
amiable Syftem as a certain Truth, and that
the Delight and Comfort even of our prefent
Station may and can only be provided for by
the Influence of the Precepts and Promifes of
the Gofpel. And We cannot take Occafion
to reprefent this from a more emphatical Ex-
preflion, or more convincing Exigence, than
That which the Text fets before Us, In whom
fays St. Peter, Speaking of the Author and Fi-:
nifher of our Faith, Jn whom, the now Te for
Him not, yet Believing, Ye rejoyce mtﬁ Foy une
fpeakable and full of Glory. .

It was addreffed by the ﬁpoﬂ:le— to Thofe,
who were under the trying Circumftances of
Perfecution for this very Profeffion, and yet
even here He reprefents it as the Foundau'm;_
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of fuch Joy, as could not be equalled either
in Kind or Degree by any other Perfwafion.
The Chriftian Faith in the ordinary Courfe of
Things did plainly -provide for their better
Security from all Dangers, and by the bene-
ficial Virtues, which It prefcribed, was calcu-
lated for Social and Perfonal Profperity and
Delight ; and where extraordinary Violence
and Calamities interrupted the natural Good
Effects of fuch Heavenly Daties, there its fu-
ture Felicities were applicable with greater
Force, would enable Them to triumph onder
Aﬂ:&lnn, ‘and convert their heavieft Sorrows
into 2 Subjec of Joy and Confolation,

The Whole Paffage is full of this grateful
Spirit of Trnumph and Exultation on 2 View
of the Bleflings of the Evangelical Difpenfa-
tion, and that beft Support, which It would
afford them in the worft Circamftances.  Ble/-
[ed, {ays the Apoftle, be the God and Father of
aur Lord Fefus Chrift; which according te bis abun-
dant Mercy bath begotten Us again unto a lively
Hope, by the Refurretlion of Fefus Chrift from
the Dead, To an Inberitance incorruptible and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, referved
in Heaven for You; Who are kept by the Porer
of God thro’ Faith unto Salvation, ready to be -
revealed in the laft Time, Wherein Te greatly

rejoyces




