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TOM SWIFT AND HIS
WAR TANK

CHAPTER 1
PAST MEMORIES

CrastNG his restless walk up and down the
room, lom Swift strode to the window and
gazed across the ficld toward the many build-
ings, where machines were tuming out the prod-
ucts evolved from the brains of his father and
himself. There was a worried look on the face
of the young mnventor, and he scemed preoccu-
pied, as though thinking of something far re-
moved from syhatever it was his eves gazed
Upon,

“Well, I'll do it!”" spddenly exclaimed Tom.
“T don"t want to, but I will. 1t's in the line of
‘doing my bit,” I suppose; but 1I'd rather it was
something else. I wonder——"

“Ha! Up to your old tricks, I see, Tom!"
1



2 TOM SWIFT AND HIS WAR TANK

exclaimed a voice, in which energy and friend-
liness mingled pleasingly. “Up to your old
tricks !

“Oh, hello, Mr. Damon!” eried Tom, turning
to shake hands with an elderly gentleman—that
i, elderly 1n appearance hait not in action, for he
crossed the room with the springing step of a
lad, and there was the enthusiazsm of youth on his
face. “What do you mean—my old tricks?”

“Talking to vourself, Tom. And when you de
that it means there is somelhing in the wind, I
hope, az a sort of =ide remark, it 1an't rain that's
in the wind, for the soldiers over at camp have
had enough water to set up a rival establishment
with Mr. Noah., Tut there’s something going
an, isn't there? Pless my memorandum book,
but don'’t tell me there isn't, or I shall begin to
believe I have lost all my deduclive powers of
reasoming! I come in here, alter knocking two
or three times, to which you pay not the least at-
tention, and lind you mysteriously murmuring to
yourself.

“The last time that happened, Tom, was just
before you started to dig the big tunnel— No,
I'mwrong. It was just before vou started for the
Land of Wonders, as we decided it ought to be
called. You were talking to yourself then, whep
I walked in on you, and—— Say,Tom!” suddenly



