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A LETTER OF DEDICATION
TO

FRANK NELSON DOUBLEDAY

Dear Errenor:

I TagE the libertyof dedicating these little stories
to you, with affection and respect. They have
all grown, i ene mood or another, out of the
various life of Grub Street, suggested by adven-
tures with publishers, hooksellers. magazine edi-
tors, newspaper men, theatrical producers, com-
muters, and poets major and minor. If they
have any appecal at all, it must be as an honest
(though perhaps sometimes too jocular) picturc
of the excitements that gratify the career of young
men who embark upon the ocean of ink, and (let
us not forget) those much-enduring Titanias who
consent {o share their vicissitudes. You have
been the best of friends and counsellors io many
such young men, and I assure you that they look
back upon the time spent under your shrewd
and bumorous magistracy with special loyalty
and regard. You will understand that in these
irresponsible stories no personal identifications are
to be presumed.
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