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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR.

Tee design of the Hons Piviixa is to establish the
authenticity of the Epistles of Paul, and of the narrative
in the Acts, so far as it relates to the ministry of that
great Apostle That is to say, our author's ohject is to
prove (1) thet the thirteen Epistles which bear Paul's
name, in the New Testament—the Epistle to the Hebrewa
is, for the pressnt, left out of view—are what they purport
to be, Letters written by the Apostle Paul to Churches and
individus! {hristians in the course of his public ministry;
and (2) that the relative portion of the Acts is, in like
manner, what it purports to be, & dona fide narrative of
the travels and labours of the same Apostle in founding
and building up the first Churches

The smbject possesses great interest and importance,
especially for the present time. In point of importance it
is second only to the question regarding the trustworthi-
ness of the Evangelical Narrative iteeif, and the testimony
there delivered regarding our blessed Lord, his person,
his birth and public ministry, his death and resurrection
Indeed, g8 we shall see immediately, the argument of the
"“Horm FPauline” has something to eay about that supreme
question also. The thirteen Letters whose suthenkicity is
here considered would have been of great interest if they
had been letters om Church tusiness and Christian truth,
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from the pen of some frusted elder of the Church at
Ephesus, or Corinth, or Rome; even if he had been a man
otherwise unknown to us, and who excited no sppreciable
influence in moulding the heliefs and institutions of the
Church.  Even in that case they would have been prized,
as affording authentic information regarding the state of
sentiment and manners in the midst of which the author
lived But the writer of the Episties before us iz much
more than & witness to the facts regurding the firat Churchea
It was he who, more than any other man, gathered these
Churches and made them what they were. More particu-
larly, he was the Apostle of the Gentiles He was the
lender in that evangelic mission which mnde the tour of
Asia Minor, Macedonis, Acheia, Italy, and the islands of
the eastern Mediterranean, prior to the death of Nero and
the destruction of Jerusalem, and which had for ita memor-
able result the planting of Christian Churches along the
whole line of its progresa The greater number of thoss
Grentile CUhurches which were of chief note in the firat cen-
tury were gathered and organized by this Apostle in per-
gor.  He is thersfore the principal representative of the
first age of the Church. To understand Paul is to under.
ptand infant Christianity.

Hence the importance of the question respecting the
existenos of gemuine Letters from the pen of the Apostls
Paul I the Paunline Epistles and the relative history in
the Acts are authentic, then early Christianity is lifted at
once out of the region of myth and vague comjecture.
We can learn with cerfainty what it was We can ascer-
tain exactly, and at first hand, what was the doctrine
which the first Christian preachers delivered, which the
first converts received, and by the belief of which they
were knit together in Church feilowship, What, for ex-
ample, conld be more comclusive regarding the articles of
truth preached by the Apostles, and the fundampntal im-
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portance attached to those artidles in the first age of the
Church, than the following vewwses, in which the Corinthians
are reminded of “the beginhing of the gospel” amongst
them ¢ Morecver, brethren, I declare unto you the gos-
pel which I preachsd unto vou, which also ye have recsived,
and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye
keep in memory what T preached unto you, unless ye hive
believed i wain. For I deliversd unto you first of all
that which I also received, how that Christ died for our
#ins sccording to the scriptures; and that he was buried,
snd thet be rose again the third day according to the serip-
tures: and that he was seen,” &c, (1 Cor. xv. 1-6.) Nor
is it only on the beliefs of the first Chrimians that these
Letters shed a clear and authentic light. They are full of
vivid details regarding the whole life of the Church, and
transport ue into the scemes amidst which our Apostle
moved The reader is able to vixit the early Christian
societies, to interrogate the members regarding their expe-
riences and hopes, to behold their worship, and to scruti-
nize their manner of life. In truth, the Pauline Epistles
have this in common with all genuine letters of public
men, written in the course of their public lifs, that they
not only furnigh the reader with memorials of the affairy
to which they relate, but are themnelves s part of thoss
affairs. In the perueal of the Epistle to the Galatians we
are nob merely reading a faithful account of Paul's contest
against the Judaizing teachers; we are ourselves spectators
of the contest.

The Psuline Epistles, bamdaa thus illuminating the
period to which they belong, which was the period of the
Apostolic Ministry, sre valuable alse for the light they
throw back on the preceding period, and more particularly
on the facts relating to our Lord himself,—the central and
vital facts of Christianity. For it is to be carefully noted
that the writer of these Letters, although not one of the
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original eye-witnesees of Christ's life, and death, and resur-
rection, had been brought into close proximity with the
facts respecting Him; and that from the first they con-
stituted the principal burden of his preaching, and must,
therefors, have been to him objects of supreme interest.
Whatever else may be doubtful sbout the Apostle’s early
life, it is certain that his conversion took place within fwo
years or thereby of the death of Christ; that he had
regided in Jerusalem or ita neighbourhood for some time
previously to his conversion; and that his mind had been
much exercised about the reports regarding Christ and the
Christian society. It is certain, moreover, that the most
important of the Epistles, incloding those to the Corin-
thians and the Romans, were written within twenty-five
years of the orucifixion. The witness which these Epistles
bear to the minimtry, and death, and resurrection of Christ,
iz therefore contemporary witnesa It is objected, no
doubt, that the early date of the testimony delivered in
the Epistles is neutralized by the circumstance that they
were written at a great digtance from Jeruszlem, How
ocould men st Corinth or in Home kmow whether the facts
regarding Christ were as Paol reported {  How could they
be sure that he was not dessived | But the objection is of
no force The nucleus of the Churches in Corinth and
Rome consisted of a company of Jews, who had besn
members of the local synagogues, and wers still in constant
communication with their Jewish kinamen. Thess *Jewa
of the Dispersion,” who filled whole streets in the great
commercial cities of the Easat and West, were, in their
turn, in such constant communieation with Jerusalem, that
the Jewish quarters in Ephesus, end Corinth, and Rome,
were a kind of suburbe of the Holy City. If the declars-
tions which the Apostle makea to the Homans and Corin-
thiang regarding Christ — which formed, indeed, the
principal articles in his tesching everywhers--had been
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notoricusly untrue, there were, in those cities, men and
women in & condition to confront them with & denial, and
who bad & powerful inducement to do so.

There i# no need to dwell longer on & point so plain,
The Pauline Epistles are, without doubt, of a value quite
inestimable, if only their authenticity can be established.
Can this be done? and how ¥

The proper way to answer thess questions is first to
remind the questioner that antiquity has bequesthed to us
other letters and narratives bealdea those of the New
Testament, and thet some of these are soccopted, as in-
dubitably authentic, by sll sane men who are acquainted
with them, Thereafter, the questioner in to be directed to
observe that the maultifarious evidence by which the
authenticity of the other writings is esteblished is at hand
to establish the authenticity of theee Bacred Writings also;
with this difference, that the evidence available in this
cage I8 incomparably more abundant and .cogent than
that on which, in the other cass, wmen rest with so
much confidence. The leading points in this direct His
torical Proof are briefly indicated by Paley in chapter
XVL of the present work, s chapter which was afterwards
expanded in detail by the author, and published under the
title of the * Evidences of Christianity.” The * Hors
Paulinge ” was published in 1790 ; the * Evidencea" in
1794,

The most serious drawback to the valus of the Historical
Proof is, that by the great majority of Bible readers it must
be taken on trust. Only men of deep learning can master 1%
perfectly, Paley himself is obliged to borrow largely from
Dr. Lardner. Tt is quite otherwise with the argument
onfolded in the “Hore Pauline” Hers no cumbrous
apparatus of learming is required. The argument is so
compact and handy thet it cen be mastered, and its force
_ thoroughly appreciated, by the reader who has no other
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book at hand except the writings in question—the thirtesn
Epistles of Paul and the Acts of the Apostles For s
statement of the argnment, the reader is referred to Chap-
ter I, where it iz unfolded with all the author's clearness
and force. ' But it may not be out of place to observe
that the method employed is familiar to the practice of our
law courts, Tt frequently happens thet ne witnesses are
present when s orime is commitbed, so that eonviction
can only be secured by means of circumstantial evidence.
Every one knows how much the force of thet evidencs, in
& given case, depends on ‘‘undesigned coincidences,” be-
tween the separate items of which it is made up, making
them all dove-tail into sach other and wnite in confirming
the charge. Btill more common are cases in which frand
ia detected by covert and unconscions discrepancies.  Thua,
in an action tried sowme years ago by the late Baron
Anderson at Liverpool, the question was whether certain
entries in o ledger produced in evidence wers, or wers not,
bona fids entries, made at the time The plaintifl posi-
tively swore that they were made at the time, and made
by himself. He was subjected to o long eross-examination
without breaking down. At lenpth the judge, who had
been examining the ledger closely, handed it to him, and
said, * You swear that that entry under date January. 3,
1838, was made by you on that dayil” ¢ Yes, my lord.”
" That other entry, under dute March 7, 1835, was it also
made by you on that day?” ¢ ¥Yes, my lord” * Now
then, sir, will you be good enough to hold wp those two
pages to the light, and tell me how you account for the
water-mark of the paper being 1843%" The result does
not need to be told. Now, it so happens that there are
no documenta in existence which afford so many means of
detection—or confirmation—eorresponding to the water-
mark in the Liverpool ledger, as are available to the eritic
in the Pauline Epistles, A remark or two may be of use,




