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PREFACE

THE existence of evil in the world is the standing
riddle of all the ages, This book is the outcome of an
attempt to reconsider the subject in the light of the
modern theory of Evolution. Readers of it may
notice that it contains scarcely any reference to the
Bible: no passages are quoted irom it, no appeal is
made to it. Nothing should be inferred from this
as to the writer's opinion of the Bible. This book
is intended for general readers, all of whom have a
very vital interest in the world's sorrow and suffering,
but many of whom are in doubt and perplexity as
to the degree of authority to be accorded to the
Bible.

The writer is convinced that if anything wseful is
to be said upon the matter at the present time, it can
only be by bringing to bear upon the facts of the
world around an eye of quiet observation, and a
judgment fearless of everything but falsehood, and
quite unbiassed by authorities ancient or modern.
This is what he has endeavoured to do,
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