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PREFACE.

The subject of lubrication and lubricants, from a
practical, or rather a mechanical point of view, has not
received the artention at the hands of experienced
writers that it deserves,

A few books have been written on lubricants by
chemists, treating these subjects wholly from a chem-
ical standpoint; these are of great value to those who
have a knowledge of chemistry, but have little of value
to the mechameal man.

In these davs of rigid economies, and close atten-
tion to details, the engineer or manager who desires to
attain to the greatest elliciency and economy in the
aperation of the machinery in his charge must con-
sider closely the cost, the quality, and the best methods
of applying lubricants, as well as of fuel and the other
elements which enter into operation of a steam plant.

The author, an engineer himself, has been for the
past ten vears in a position to make a close study of
lubrication on many kinds of engines and machinery,
and under all sorts of conditions. [n preseating this
book to the notice of those who have to do with the
use of lubricants, while he has not endeavored to
explomt any new theories, he has kept in mind the fact
that engineers, managers and mechanics are busy men,
and he has therefore tried to present the matter in a
plain concise way, that will e readily understood by
readers and be of practical volue in their every day
work.
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