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FOREWORD

Sevew fair and ilfusivious cities of the dim,
ancient world, Argoes, Athene, Chivs, Colophon,
Salamis, Rhodos, Swmyrna, fought a war of
words cver Hosers bivthplace,

Each clatmed the konour,

And if, indeed, suck an accident of chance con-
Jers an Ronour upon a towsn, then the birthplace
of the Grealest Pogi of all Wime mu be
Place of pelgrimage.

For, ameng the weavers of Epos, Dm:m. and
Romance, he who was called Melesegenes is first
of ail and wears an smperishable crown,

For 3000 years his fame has siveamed down the

ages.

The world has changed, Greal empires have
risen, flowered and passed. Chvistianity came,
Jlooding mankind twith Hght, af a time when,
though Homer was a dim tradition, kir work
was a living force in the world, When Christ
was born, Homerss was dead 900 years,

A man with such smmensity of glory ceases to
be a man, He becomes a Foree,

Of the two imperishadle monumenis Homer has
left ws, the decition of cvitical scholarshkip has
placed the liad first, 1t has been said that the
lliad is lke the mudday, the Odyssey fke the
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10 FOREWORD

setting sun.  Both are of equal splendour, though
the latter has lost tis noonday keal,

Bug I would take that adroit simile and draw
another meaning from i,

When deferred, expected might at last ap-
Proaches, when the sum paimts the weary twest
with fabry pictures of plowing seas, of golden
islands hanging in the sky,of lonely magic water-
waps unsatied by morial keels | then, indeed, there
comtes tnio the heart and brain another warmth—
the mysterions guickening of Rowsance,

For Tthink that the ringing sound of arms, the
vibrant thriddings of bows, the dask of hevoes, are
Jar less wonderful than the long, kmely wander-
ings of Ulpsses,

Throughk all the Odyssey the winds are blowing,
the seas moaning, and the estranged sad spectres
of the night flit noiselessly across the printed page.

Through new lands, among new peoples—friends
and foes — touching at green islands set like
emeralds i wing - coloured seas, the immortal
mariner moves fo the music of kis creator's verse,
The Sirens voices, the Fairy's enchanted wine, the
Twin Monsiers of the Siraif pass and are for-
gotten,

His wife's tears bid him ever towards home.

I sometimes have wondered if Vergil thought
of Ulysses when ke made kis own lessey wanderer
say i—

¥ Per varios casus fer fol discrimena rerum,
Tendimius in Latium, redes ubi fola quietas
Ostendunt.”




FOREWORD 11

And now, since we are to kave, on that so
magical a stage, a comcrele piclure : Since we areé
£o 2ake away another stovied memory from bemeath
the copper dome, I fesl that the story of Ulysses
may once more &¢ told in Englisk.

A fine poet, a great player, are 1o give us an
Ulysses whe must perforee be not only full of the
sperit of kis own age of weytk, bud instinct with the
spirst of dhis,

That is as inevitable as it is intevesting.

The “ Gentle Blia" (kow one wishes one conld
Jind a better mame for Aim—bui custom makes
cowards of us all) kas written Ais oton version of
the Odyssey. [ cannot emulate thal. But I think
T can at least be useful,

There are three stapes of knowing Homer: the
tinee when one dog's ears and dogrells kime at
schooly, the time when one loves him, a Ktevary
love! at Oxford, and the time when the va et
vient of fife in greal capitals waker the dovrmant
Ulysses in the heart of every artist, and ke begins
o understand,

“ The long day warer @ the slow moon climbs : the deep
Moans round with many voices.  Come, my friends,
T not doo late fo seek & neter world
Pusk of| and sdtting well in order imite
The sounding furvows; for my purpose holds
To sail beyond the suvset n

C. RANGER-GULL.




