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Preface

HE great world dizaster, nshered in with

the dawn of that August morning in

1914, has already brought revolutionary

changes in many departments of our thinking. Baot

not the least of the surprizes awaiting an amazed

world, whenever attention can again be directed to

guch subjects, will be the realization that we have

now definitely outgrown many notions in science

and philosophy which in the old order of things
were suppased to have been eternally settled.

Thera are but two theories regarding the origin
of our world and of the varions forms of plants and
animals npon it, Oreation and Evolution,—the latter
agsnming many medifications,

The eesential idea of the Evolution theory is
wwiformily ; that In, it seels to show that life in
8ll its varions forms and mapifestations probably
originated by causes similar to or identical with
forces and provesses now prevailing. It teaches
the ahsolute supremscy and the past continuity of
natural law as now ohserved. It says that the
changes now going on in our modern world have
alwaye been in action, and that these present-dey
natural changes and prooesses are as much a part of
the origin of things as anything that ever took
place in the pagt. In short, Evclution as a philos-
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PREFACE L

doctrine by showing that matter can be made de
nowo, that energy can be created or increased in
amount, that life can be made from the not-living,
and that new and distinet forms of life can be pro-
duced in modern times,—all by natural law a8 now
prevailing.

Or wo ean practically demonstrate the historieal
reality of a direct Creation at some time in the
past, if we can show that the net resulte of sall
modern geiencs tend to prove that the foroes and
prooesses now in operation can never account for
the origin of things; that matter, and energy, and
lifa, and the varicns forms of life must all have had
an origin essentialiy different from anything wow
going on around us,

This indicatea the line of argument adopted in
the following pagee.

The Evoluticn theory has been widely disoussed
and accepted in modern times. Indeed it has had
& fair chance and an open fleld for several decades.
What is the present situstion of the controversy ?
The friends of the Bible ard of old-fashioned Chris-
tinnity need to know the real faets of the present
gituation. .

Every now and then the news despatohes report
that the great Professor Soand-s0 has at Jast really
produced life from the not-living, or has obtained
some absolutely new type of life by seme wonder-
ful feat of breeding. Or some geologist or arch-
#ologist has diseovered in the earth the missing
link which connects the higher forme of life with






PREFACE 11

of the Evolution group has been steadily declining
in their respective home markets, and now stands
away below par; while strange to say the stock of
the central holding company itself is still quoted at
Aetitionsly high fignres.

This curicis—nol t0 say deplorahle—sitoation
has developad largely beoause of the modarn sys-
tem of strict specialization in the various depart-
menis of science. Each scientist foeels compelled
by an unwritten but rigid code of professional
othics $o confineg himself surictly to the caltivation
of the little plot of ground on which he happens to
be working, and ia forbidden to express un opinion
about what he may know has been discovered on
another plet of ground on which his neighbor is
working, except by express permission, In other
words, science teaching haz now become sirictly
a matter of authority, this muthority heing vested
in the varjoms specialiste; and nobody Is per-
mitted to look at it in a broad way, or to frame a
genaral induction fvom the sum of all the facts of
nature now discovered, undar penalty of scientific
excommuonication. The sojentific code of ethica
forbids any general yiew of the woods: each man
must confine himself to the observation of the par-
ticular tres in front of his cwn noss.

But these puges bave been prepared nnder the
idea that it is high time to take a more general
gurvey of the geography, time to take our eyes off
the various individeal trees, and to look at the
woods. FPerhapa in some respecta they may be






