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PREFACGE.

As the national mind has been long waking to the
expediency of superseding the old aystem of patromage,
by which the Ministry uwsed to dispose of almost sll
gituationa in the Civil Serviee of the Crown, 1t
appeared to me to¢ be neither uninteresting nor
uuprofitable to place upon record in these pages a
hrief account of the Isbours of the Civil Servies
Commisdoners, and of tha reslts hitherto attained,
and at the same time to afford a naefirl Guide to those
who may desire to offer themselves as Candidstes for
public appointments.

It in much to be faared that, in apite of all the foree

_ which the public press has brought to bear wpon the
subject, the old eystem of nominatiom still practically
retaina much of its banefal influence, and that the regu-

lation by which, in most branches, Candidates have still
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vi PREFACE.

first to be nominated by some Minister of the Crown, acta
s & serious obstacle to the real interesta of the nation,
by excluding ambitions epirita who do not boast of
aristocratic conneetions. Such the author of this little
work has found to be the cose in more than ome
Department; and he trugte that the press and the
educated classes at larpe will never relax their efforta
ot imprevement, until the Civil Service 1 fairly
thrown open to all the mobjects of the Crown who
can ehow themselvea, bofore a competent fribunal, fit
to become servants of Her Majesty in ope or other
of cur public Departments. Our scholarships and
fellowshipa have been thrown open to unlimited publie
competition, both at Owiord and Cambridge, and with
marked mmccesa; and there can sorely be I:u:r valid
reason why & movement which has cominon sense on
ita side, snd has proved so valuable on the banka of
the Isis and the Cam, should be quetly igoored or
set mside at Westminster ms unemited to the age in
which our lot is cast.

17, CevmeE Row, Hampsraan,
May 28, 1860,
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