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DISCOURSE.

Pamuireians 1. 27,28, Ouly lot yoor conversation be as it becometh
the gospel of Christ; that, whether I come and see you, or else ba
abeent, I may hear of yoor affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,
with one mind, striving togather for the Fith of the gespel; and in
nothing terrified by your ndverearies,

You will bear me witness, my friends, that I
have never sought opportunities to thrust myself or
my own affairs into the pulpit, or to" trouble you
with what troubled me. Even now, deeply as 1
am affected by the thought of the approaching dis-
solution of my pastoral connexions with this society,
I am not certain that, if 1 were to consult my cwn
inclinations solely, I should allude to the subject
here. The custom, however, of delivering farewell
discourses on occasions like the present has so much
foundation in reason and nature, that to depart from
it altogether would neither be wise nor respectful.
Bat, to forecloge expectations which are not likely
to be gratified, let me make two remarks in the
outset. As ] propose to limit my observations
almost exclusively to a hasty glance at the past his-
tory and the future prospects of this society, they
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can hardly be of any interest, except to those who
belong to the society. And even in regard to them,
as I do not feel ag if I were going to such a dis-
tance as precludes the probability of my seeing and
addressing them frequently hereafter, there would
be no consistency in my addressing them now, as
if it were for the last time. Of course there will
be no occasion for those appeals to the sensibility,
or those bursts of feeling, in which discourses of
this kind are apt to abound.

Let us first look back on the way we have gone
over together. -

The history of this society, aa you are aware, is
almost spanned by my single ministry. It was in-
corporated by an act of the General Court, bearing
date, February 9, 1816. Several eventa of the
preceding year had prepared the way for it. In
the first place, a public appeal had been made to
the Orthodox Congregationalists of New England,
calling on them to “come out and be separate
from those suspected of Unitarianiam ; and this was
followed up by a suspension of the liberal system
of ministerial exchanges which had prevailed until
then, and by other measures tending to deprive
Unitarians of the name and privileges of Christ-
ians. Whatever we may now think of the wisdom
and justice of that step, it ia certain that many,
who were but little conversant with the theological
questions in dispute, regarded the whole moyement
at the tune, as harsh, ungracious, and precipitate,
and the consequence was that either a majority, or
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a large and respectable mirority, of almost every
Congregational society in this vicinity, declared for
the liberal side, in the controversy which grew out
of it. <Again, the peace with England, which took
place about the same time, had something to do
with the gathering of this church. That event, it
will be recollected, had the effect to produce a gen-
eral amnesty in regard to political differences ; so
that nothing was left of the estrangements originat-
ing in political causes to hinder those, who thought
and felt alike on the subject of religion, from com-
ing together and acting in concert./ Precisely at
this juncture, also, a church, the one now occupied
by the Methodists, was offered for sale by the ad-
ministrator of the estate of the late Mr. Harrison,
into whose hands it had fallen. This was a coin-
cidence, — may [ not say, providence, — of which
the liberal Congregationalists, {who were in the mi-
nority here, but who constituted a Jarge and respect-
able minority,) were not slow to avail themselves ;
and the church, accordingly, was bought, repaired,
and opened for worehip on the Sth of May, 1816.

I mention these circumstances, so creditable to
the founders of this society, because it shows that
they acted under the influence of public considera-
tions alone, and not from private pique or local
difficulties or misunderstandings of any kind. . Not
a step was taken by them which was not in entire
congistency with respect and friendship for the
Firet Church, from which most of them withdrew ;
and thus they began that state of good feeling be-
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tween this society, and all the other religious socie-
ties in the town, which, 1 am most happy in saying,
has been cordially cherished and reciprocated from
that time to the present. /

*  Their first minister, Mr. Thomas Prentiss, was
ordained March 26, 1817. To a sound mind and
singular amenity of temper he united that devoted-
ness to his profession, which makes it as certain as
anything of this nature can be, that, if he had lived,
he would soon have gathered around him a large
and prosperous congregation. / But it was other-
wise appointed in the inscrutable counsels of heav-
en. He was here but little more than six months.
After a distressing illness of eleven days, contract-
ed, as it was supposed, in the over assiduous dis-
charge of his pastoral duties, he departed this life
on Sunday morning, the 5th of October.

My ordination took place, April 15, 1818, Of the
pinety-five families, who then constituted the socie-
ty, only thirty-three remain ; meanwhile the whole
number bhas gradually grown with the growth of
the town, to about two hundred and twenty-five
families. : _

The location of the cold church heing early ob-
jected to, as not sufficiently accessible to the bulk
of the populaticn, it was this eircumstance, and
not a want of room, or dissatisfaction with the house
itself, which soon directed the attention of the pro-
prietors to the expediency of building another./
The site of the edifice in which we are now.as-
sembled was finally agreed upon, as the result of an
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amicable compromise ; the necessary funds were
subscribed, and the work commenced in the spring
of 1818; and on the 10th of February of the fol-
lowing year, the whole was completed, and dedicat-
ed with the customary religious solemnities; the
cost, including that of the land and an organ, being
nearly twenty-eight thousand dollars, . In 1833, the
interior of the church underwent thorough repairs,
at an expense of about two thousand dollars more ;
the aisles being then carpeted for the first time, a
new pulpit built, and a better and more expensive
organ obtained in exchange for the one formerly
owned by the society. '

For the present large and fine-toned bell we are
chiefly indebted to a liberal bequest of the late Hon. -
Timothy Walicer, who also gave the clock. The
donors of the chendelier, and of the service of plate
for the communion table, are still living to prevent
a more explicit acknowledgment of these benefac-
tions. [ take a peculiar pleasure in noticing such
acts of Liberality on the part of wealthy individuals,
becauso it affords me an opportunity to express &
hope, that the practice of endowing churches, once
carried to excess, and on superstitious grounds, will
never be allowed to fall into the opposite extreme
of indifference and negiect. Nothing, certainly,
can be more naturai and becoming, than a disposi-
tion, on the part of those whom God has prospered
in their worldly affairs beyond -what is common, to
testify & sense of his bounty by thus recording their
names among the friends and benefuctors of their
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accustomed places of worship. There are also two
considerations, which make the suggestion pecu-
harly pertinent in this country, and at this time,
The plan, now so common, and gradually becom-
ing universal, of supporting religious institutions by
A tax on pews, and not on property, makes the poor
pay about as much as the rich towards the current
expenszes, notwithstanding the great difference in
their ability, and notwithstending they have so much
lese at stake, the safety of which is dependent on
the indirect influences of these institutions in sus-
taining public order, and the public morals. To
the plan itself 1 do not object, on the whole.
Doubtless, in the existing state of things, it is a
* better plan than the old ome. Still, so much the
more ground is afforded for an edrnest appeal to
the generosity of the opulent members of the com-
munity, that they may do what they can, by bequest
or otherwise, to rectify the obviously unequal action,
in some respects, of the present system. Add to
this the rapid extension amongst us of the voluntary
principle, as it iz called, occagioned by the repeal
of those laws which made it legally obligatory on
every individual to pay his proportion somewhere
towards the support of religious worship. Here
again, however, let me ohserve, that, in view of all
the cireumstances of the case, I do not regret the
repeal of those laws. In the existing state of
public opinion they were not, and they could not
be, enforced ; 20 that giving them a place in the
statute-book any longer, could only serve to irritate



