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“On the whole this was surely the mightiest genius
since Milton, In poetry there is not his like, when he
rose to his full power; he was a philosopher, the im-
mensity of whose mind canonot be gaoged by enything
he has left behind: a critic, the subtlest and most peo-
found of his dme. Yet these vast and varied powers
flowed away in the shifting sands of talk; and what
remains is but what the few land-locked pools are to the
receding ocean which has left them casually behind
without sensible diminution of itz waters."—Avademy,
3rd Orfoder, 1003,
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PREFACE

HE work known as the Sragwapiical Supplement of the

Biggraphia Literaria of 8, T, Coleridge, and published
with the latter in 1847, was begun by Henry Nelson Cole-
ridge, and finished after his death by his widow, Sara Cole-
ridge. The first part, concluding with a letter dated sth
November 1796, is the more valuable portion of the Hio-
graphical Supplement, What follows, written by Sara Cole-
ridge, 1s more controversial than biographical and does not
continue, like the first part, to make Coleridge tell his own
life by inserting letters in the narrative, Of 33 letters quoted
in the whole work, 3o are contained in the section written
by Henry Nelson Coleridge. Of thess 11 were drawn from
Cottle’s Eariy Recollections, seven bemp letters to Josiah
Wade, four to Joseph Cottle, and the remainder are sixteen
letters to Poole, one to Benjamin Flower, one to Charles
Heath, and one to Henry Martin.

From this I think it is evident that Henry Nelson Cole-
ridge intended what was published as a Supplement to the
Bigeraphia Literaria \o be 2 Life of Coleridge, either sup-
plementary to the Biographia Literaria or as an independ-
ent narrative, in which most of the letters published by
Cottle in 1837 and unpublished letters to Poole and other
correspondents were to form the chief material. Sara Cole-
ridge, in finishing the fragment, did not attempt to carry out
the original intention of her husband. A few letters in
Cottle were perhaps not acceptable to her taste, and in re-
Jecting them she perhaps resolved to reject all remaining
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letters in Cottle. She thus finished the fragmentary Life of
Coleridge left by her husband in her own way.

But Henry Nelson Coleridge had begun to build on an-
other plan, His intention was simply to string all Coleridge’s
letters available ot a slim biographical thread and thus pro-
duce a work in which the poet would have been made to
tell his own life. His beginning with the five Biographical
Letters to Thomas Poole is a proof of this. He took these
as his starting point; and, as far as he went, his * Life of
Coleridge ” thus constructed 1s the most reliable of all the
early biographies of Coleridge.

This edition of the Biegraphical Supplement is meant to
carry oul as far as possible the original project of its author.
The whole of his narrative has been retained, and also what
Sara Coleridge added to his writing; and all the non-copy-
right letters of Coleridge avatlable from other sources have
been inserted into the narrative, and additional biographical
mattir, explanatory of the letters, has been given.” By this
retention of authentic sources 1 have produced as faithiful a
picture of the Poet-Philosopher Colendge as can be got any-
where, for Coleridge always paints his own character in bis
letters. Those desirous of a fuller picture may peruse, along
with this work, the letters published in the Collection of
1895, the place of which in the narrative is indicated in
footinotes.

The letters are drawn from the following sources:

Brographical Supdlement, 1547 . : : ' . 33
Cottle’s Reminiscences, 1847 g . . g . 78
The original Friend, 1809 . . . 1 . . B
The Watchman, 1796 : . : : ; ol
Gillman's Life of Coleridee, 1838 . 7
Allsop’s Letters, Conversalions, efe.,of 5. 1. C. |E3ﬁ 13ﬁ4} 45
Essays on fis Own Trimes, 1850 . S . : S

[ What has been added is enclosed in square brackets, |
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Life and Correspondence of K. Soutkey, 1351:
Editorials of Poems, etc. .

Literary Remains of 5. T. €, t335, z.ﬁr.

Blackwood's Magasine, October, 1821

Fragmentary Kemains of Humplry Dazy, 18 58 3
Macmilian's Magasine, 1864 (Letters to W. Godwin) .
Southey's Life of Andrew Bell, 3 vols., 1844

Charles Lamb and the Ligyds, by E. V. Lucas

Anima Foetas, by F. H. Coleridge, 18g5 .
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The letters of Coleridge have slowly come 1o light. Cole-
ridge was always fond of letter-writing, and at several periods
of bis carcer he was more active in letter-writing than at
others. He commenced the publication of his letiers himself.
The cpistolary form was as dear to him in prose as the ballad
or odic form in verse. From his carlicst publications we can
see he loved to launch a poem with © A letter to the Editor,”
or to the recipient, as preface. The Matkematical Froblem,
one of his juvenile facetiae in rhyme, was thus heralded with
a letter addressed to his brother George explaming the im-
port of the doggerel. His first prnted poem, 7o Sorduns
{Dykes Campbell’s Edition of the Feems, p. 27), was also
prefaced by a short letter to the editor of the Mosming
Chronicle, Among Coleridge’s letters are several of this
sort, and each affords a glimpse into his character. Those
with the Keven and Tnlleyrand to Lord (Gremuilie are charac-
teristic specimens of his drollery and irony.

Coleridge’s greatest triumphs in letter-writing were gained
in the field of politics. His two letters to Fox, his letters on
the Spaniards, and those to Judge Fletcher, are his highest
specimens of epistolary eloquence, and constitute him the
rival of Rousseau as an advecate of some great truth in a
letter addressed to a public personage. In clearness of
thought and virile precision of language they surpass the
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most of anything that Colendge has written. They never
wander from the point at issue; Lhe evolution of their ideas
i5 perfect, their idiom the purest mother-English written
since the refined vocabulary of Hooker, Jeremy Taylor, and
Harrington was coined.

Besides the political letters, Coleridge published during
his lifetime four important letters of great length written
during his sojourn in GGermany. Three of these appeared in
the Frfend of 180q, and indeed were the finest part of that
periodical ; and one was first made public in the dmedef of
1829. Six letters published in Blackmood's Magazine of
18z20-z1, and a few others of less importance, brought op the
nugnher of letters published by Coleridge to 46. The follow-
ing 15 a list of them:
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ath Nov. 1793, To Forfune, Ed. Aoraing Chronicle

22nd Sept. 1794, Dedication to Kefegpierre, to H. Martin - 1

1st April 1796, Letter to “Cams Gracchus” The
Wealchman . j i

20th Tlec. 1790, TJedlmlr-}n o Eha fli'a’a* Lo s‘ée ﬂf;r»ari-
tng Year, to T. TPoole .

1798, Rd. Menthly Maguzine, re ;'Efa.rm:{;lr on C;&ﬂf.a‘:rfwa

1700, Ed. Morsinge Poss, with the Kaven

21 Dec, 1790, BEd. Morning FPost, with Lope

toth Jan. 1800, Ed. Meraing Post, Talleyrand fo ..Er;'ﬂf
Crrenuidle ’ ‘

v8th Nov, 1800, Mendlily Rﬁﬂ:ﬂn, ot J'Vw;mmm

1834, To George Coleridge, with Wasbematical Probiem

Political Letters to the Worusng Post and Courier

1809, Letters of Satyrane, ete, in the Friend . .

18z0-21, Letters o Slackueod’s Magazine .

1829, Fhe dAmuled, ' Over the Brocken ”
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The Liferary Kemains, published in 1836, added
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