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INTRODUCTION

The American Labor Movement and
Labor Education

By SamuEL GoMPERS
President, American Federation of Labor

The interest of American labor in education has been long and
continmous. .As evidence of this may be offered the reeord of labor
in urging and establishing free, popular education more than fifty
years ago and report after repori of the amnual comvention of the
American Federation of Labor. To quote from the report of the
Executive Couneil of the St. Paul convention in 1918:

It is a8 wellknown and generally accepted fact that the public achoo] system of
the United States was created because of the insistent demands of our pionesr trade
unionists In the early part of last century.

Particular attention should be drawn likewise to the report of
the Educational Committee at the same eonvention and the aetion
of the ¢onvention in itg recommendations. The report of the same
committee to the Atlantie City convention in 1919 is a highly instroe-
tive doeument for those who imagine that the American Federation
of Labor is lacking in its appreciation of education as a matter of
vital eoncern to the labor movement as well as to American citizenship
as a whole.

‘Whoever will read the proceedings of the Ameriean Federation of
Labor from year to year will find them most interesting and conelusive
evidence that the American labor movement is abreast or perhaps in
advanee of similar efforts made by the working people of any other
eountry. The recommendations of the Exeeutive Couneil to the con-
ventions and the resolutions introdueed, disenssed and adopted and
the recommendations of the committes on edueation show that Amer-
ica's labor’s contribution to this subject is widespread and vital

In addition to its deep concern in public education the American
Federation of Labor has been fully alive to the significance of the
educational work which has recently grown up under trade uniom
auspices. As oune proof of this yon need only turn to the report of
the Exeeutive Council to the Atlantic City convention in 1919 wherein
is set forth a survey of some of the initial experiments in trade union
ingtruetion of & collegiate order. At the Montreal convention of the
following year (1920) attention wnas drawm to the vital importance
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