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PREFACE.

Tris Volame is presanted to the profession in Lanes-
ghire, and to all who sra interested in the practice of
the Common Pleas at Laneaster, ag a supplement to
the well-kmown treatises on the prastice of the superior
conrts st Weatminster,

The Editor takes this opportunity of aclmowledging
the assistance which ke has received from meny friends ;
he is specially indebted to the Liverpool Imcorporated
Law Baciety for the nee of their Library, and to the lute
Progident of that Society, from whom, and through
whom, he has received many valoable suggestions in
the preparation of this Volume. '

J. W,

Temrie, March, 1B70.
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INTRODUCTION.

Te= recent Act, 82 & 88 Viet., 0. BT, and the Ceneral Boles
and Orders which have been made in pursaance of that Act,
have added greatly fo the effisiensy, and, therefore, to the
importance, of the Court of Common Pleas at Lianeaster.

The main featnres in the reorganization, which has been
effected by and onder the Commen Flers at Lancaster Amond-
ment Act, 1869, ara the institution of district Prothonotaries,
and the extension to them of the powers exercised by the
Maators of the Courts st Westminater., All personal actions,
perhape, cortainly all ix which the defendsut ean be esrved
with a writ of eammons within the County of Lancaster, may
now be brought in & superior court, whose judges are the
judgen of the thras anperior Courts of Common Law at West.
mineter, whish gite for the tronsaction of bueiness doring the
Agsizes at Lancaster, Manchester, and Liverpoel, and whiah
hae offieces and officers, invested with the anthority of the
Common Law Mastars in Londoz, in the three principal towns
in Lancashira.

The improvement i the constitttion of the Cotrt has been
gocompenied by a simplifieation of it practice and procedurs.
Many of the rules and orders of the cowrt were of gresat enti-
quity, and there seems to have been considerable diffenlty in
anpcertaining clearly what they were. The prastice of the
ocourt was, consequently, in a somewhat oneerfsin and ambi-
guous atete. To remedy this inconvemionee, all rules and
orders existing st tha date of the new general rules and orders
{with the exception of certain oxdets of the Bpring Assizes,
1858:], have been sbolished ; and it hes been ordered that,
where there is no provision to the contrary, the practice of this
eourt shali be aa nearly conformable se may be to that of the
superior (lourts of Uommon Law at Westminster.



