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e Eoepes was Faith oncie: Faich were Beienes now
Would she but Jay her how and ayrow b,

And arm her wilh the woenponps of the o™

*In vain wounld the ghepiie make a distinetion belwoen seivoes
and eommon fife, or bitwern oee scicove aod onother. The srgne
ments employed in all, if just, are of o similar ootere and contain the
zame foree and avidenee,  Os 11 theta ha any difevence among them,
toe advontare Les enticelr on the 20le of (beshosy sl oatarnd re-

iigion,"—{LEasTaenr, 15 Houz's * Dracosrves," Part L
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PHYSICAL AND RELIGIOUS
KNOWLEDGE.

INTRODUGTION,

Tuw eondlict now going on between the physiceal
discoveries aud theeries of these latter duys, und the
forms of [aith which have hitherto ruled the mind
of CUhristendom, iz one of tha mosdt notieealde phe-
nomena of the inlellectual wovewent of the times,
The constant discussions from pupit and platform,
the numerous essays, pamphicts, and books, in which
these two opponents arc preayed one agalost the
otbier, and attack, defense, ov ctfort at recoueiliation
made, allow no imtelligent man or woman Lo rewnin
unaware of the controversy.

1t iz a fact, =0 notorious thal we neod specify no
particular instances nor details. that, by a lurge part
of the Chureh, modarn seience is looked npon as a
godless and blind teacher, a sacrilewious intender
upon the domain of revealed trutly, and that, among
almost all dengminations amd phases of relivions
thought, there lus been maore or less snspicion, jeal-



B PHVAICAE AND REELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE.

ousy, and abuse of physical investigation, It is a
fact almost equally patent that, on the part of sci-
ence likewize, among wnany, at least, of its repre-
sentatives, there iz a stmilur hostility entertained
towari religion, and that not only all ceclesiastical
.:ur‘gaui}:ﬂtic_m.s, but all spivitual faith and prineiples,
are looked upon as their nutural foes

Now, this presenc autagonizm of religion and
seiemee is a matter which mway justly give concern,
T believe, to all wlo liave al leart the welfare of
gither.  Te is becoining quite plain to all clear-
siehted observers that veligion certainly cannot af-
forl the continuanee of any such quarrel.

*The problemn of onr age,” eaid Archdeacon
Harve, in his life of Bterbing, “is to reconeile fuith
witlhh Enowledge, philozophy with relizion.  The
men of oor ape will noi ledicve unless yon prove
ta them that what they are called npon to belicve
does not econtradict the laws of their minds, and
that it vosts npon a solid and anshaken fonndation.”

In former contliets, the strngele had been to
preserve the Choreh from divizion, or the erthodox
doetrine fram aberrations or peeversions,

Tn the presene controversy, the delate concerns
the fundamental deas of religion.  Twenly-live
vedrs o D Newman said to o sectarian contro-
versialist, ¥ Let ug diseuss the prospects of Christi-
anity itzolf, instend of the diferences between An-
alican and Catholic.”  To-lay sueh s change of
front is still more necessary. More than ever be-



INTRGDUCTION, 9
fore it is the citadel of Christianity, rather than her
outposts, that needs to be defended,  The wise Chris-
tian will tom his arms feemn these petty ekirmizhes
aboat tapers and genuflexions, millinery of priests
and wording of creeds, the sense of Hebrew numer-
als and the snpernatural efficacy of drops of water,
to ward off the blows of a nearer enemy—an in-
vader who is pushing lis wayv alveady with nplifted
battle-axe into the Holy of Holies.

In former assaults upon religion, it was cynies,
and worldlings, awd deubters of cvery thing, who
led the attaclk. Jest and jibe, seoff and sneer, were
the faverite weapons of attack.,  Iichievers had ouly
to stand firm in courage and paticnee on the unas-
sailed fonndations of thely faith, and the strong cors
rents of man’s instinetive vemmnies wounld before
long twrn the tide of popular opinion the other way,
anid Lring the Chareh safely threugl ile peril,. To-
ey, however, the objections preseuled against re-
ligion are hrought forwanl in wo [eivolous spint,
from no mwere feverish mental excilability or love of
innovation, Lut in Lhe gincerity of an earnest loyvalty
to truth, ont of a serious desire to wet af the realily
of things, throngh all illusions and ar all risks. 1t
is not ridienle, Lut reasom, that leads the assaull.
The weapons are not the elown’s bells und grinuing
wask, bat the astronower’s spectroscope, the biolo-
oists flask.  The seales in which Chrisgianity would
now be tested are not those of universal skeplivisi,
but of cautious, eritical weighing of historie evi-



