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THE CHOICE OF BOOKS.

THE MOTIVE OF READING.

* Or making many books there is noend,” said
the wisest of men three thousand years ago; and
he added the equally true statement that # much
study "—that is, much reading—"is a weariness
of the Aesh.” A fourteenth century commenta.
tor, in considering this text, drew the conclusion
that no books may rightly be read save “the
bokis of hooli scripture,” and  other bokis, that
ben nedeful to the nonderstonding of hooli script-
ure.” Modern readers, reared outside the close
atmosphere of medimeval cloisters, are of course
not so narrow in their interpretation of this text ;
but all will agree that a wise choice must be
made from the great stores of literature that the
ages have accumulated, from the days of papyrus
scrolls and birch-bark writings, to these times,
when scarcely any country town is without its
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printing-press. " We arc pow,” says Thasraeli,
“in want of an art to teach how hooks arc to be
rcad, rather than to read them; such an art is
lpracticable.”

The very lirst thing to be remembered by hrm
who would study the art of reading is that noth-
g can take the place of personal cothusiasm
and personal work., Ilowever wise may be the
friendly adviser, and however full and perfect
the chosen hand-book of reading, neither can do
more than to stimulate and suggest. Notning
can take the place of a direct familiarity with

- books themselves,  To drowe one good book well,
is better than to know something abons 4 hune
dred good books, at second hand,  The taste for
reading and the habit of reading must alvays be
developed from within ; they can never be given
{rom without.

t All plans and systems of reading, therclore,
should be taken, as far as possible, into one’s
heart of hearts, and be made a part of his own
mind and thought. Unless thas can be done, they
are worse than useless.  Dr. McCosh says: “ The
book to read is not the one that thinks for you,
but the one which makes you think™ [t is plain,
tien, that a * course.of reading ™ may be a great



