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PRETACE.

Tewne are now so many spelling-books of different degrees of excel-
lence, more or less in use in this country, that it may well be thought
not desirable to have their pvomber inereased ; but the compiler has
heen desived to prepare ome puitable to be used in eonnection with
his Dictionaries, confirmed to them in orthography ahd prounciation,
and having the same system of notation in marking the sounds of the
letters,

The design has been to give both the orthography end pronuncie-
tion which are in acoordance with the practics of the best writers amd
speskers both in England and in the United Btates, With respect to
orthography, the best Amerean writers wary little from the estab-
lished English usage. The moet, noted differsnos relutes to a number
of words ending in or or our mmpr,hum,lmﬁmow,m In
this country it is the prevmiling practice to cmit the «; though in
England it is the genernl custom to retain it in o nomber of words,
the most of which are dissvlinbles.

In the orthography and orthoepy of the Fnglish langunge there are
many irregularitics and difficelties+ and in this book an attempt hes
been made g0 to classify the words a8 to present these irreguisritios
and difficulties distinetly to the mind of the learner, that he may see
end become familiarized with the irregularities, and enabled easily to
overcome the difficultiea

The greatest diffionlty in spelling English words aises from the
differemt; modes mn whish several of the elsmentury sounds of the lan-
guage are represented by the Jetters of the alphabet; and from the
usa of the same letter, or the snme combination of letters, to express
different sounds. “The long sonnd of &, br example, i represented in
eight different ways; as in fide, aid, doy, they, veil, break, pauge,
gaol. On the other hand, the letter @ etands for five different sounds,
68 given in the Key; and, begides, it has the sound of short o, as in
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was. The diphtheng ¢w i employed to exprees eight varieties of
sound ; as in bought (1), bewnd (G0}, cough (5), could (0), cotrae (5),
Journal (i}, rough (i), soup (5).

The occurrence of elent letters in many words, and the slight or
obeure sounds which the vowels oftem have, when oot accented, are
likewise causes of embarrassment or d:fhm!.r in epelling,

The words for spelling are preaented in numeroue classes or divis-
jons, in order to illustrate the various prisciples of orthography and
pronuncistion ; words of the simplest form, with respect to spelling
and promunciation, being first exhibited, followed, in regular order, by
such ax are lees simple and mere difficult.

Acoording to the views of experienced teachers, frequent practice in
writing is necessary in order to scquire a practical and thorough
knowledge of erthography, and it is chiefly for this purpose that the
Fxercises ave intended. The pupils, after spelling the words orally,
may have the sentences dictated to them, and they may be required
to write the words printed in italics, The judicions teacher, however,
will very the mode of uting the Exercises na he may find most ueeful ;
and in reviewing, he may dictate the sentences promiscucusly, so ma
to avoid eny leading hints in regard to the correct spelling of the
ftalicized words. Ofher sentencos may be framed by the tencher for
guch words in the columns ss are got found in the Exercises. It ia
particularly desirahle that this should be done with reference to the
Rules for Bpelling, for Syllabication, for Cepital Letters, and for Ttalics,
which admit of wide application. The Exercises will be found more
or less useful in llustrating the roeaning of the italicired words ; end
it may be advantageous for the pupils to read them occasionally,in
order to test their knowledge of pronuncistion.

In the preparation of this bonk, the design has beem to furnish a
uaeful and convenlent manunl for teaching the orttography snd pro-
nunciation of the English language. It will be found to differ much
from any other work of the kind which has heretofore been published ;

- but whether it possesses any peculiar advantages must be left to the

judgment of those who take an interest in elementary education.
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INTRODUCTION.,

LETTERS, BYLLABLES, AND WORDS.

ORTEOORAPEY treats of letbers and syllables, and of the proper mods of
spelling words,

OmrEoEry freats of the right pronunciztion of words.

A LETTER Is u character used in writing or printng to represemt a aound
of the human veice.

In the English alphabet there are twenty-six Yetters, writben and printed fn
two forms, by which they are distingoished s capitals and as amall Jetters.
Latters nre ulso printed in varicus kinds of types, of which the most common
and important ave the following : —

Roman, Iafe, &To Bugllsh, or Mlack Tetter, and Epgng;il.

Letters ara divided inte two prineipal olasaes, — vowels and consonanta.®

A vowel ia o letter which represents m free aod wninterrupted sound of the
buman veiee ; o, 28 it is commonly deflued, *it is & Jetter which can be per-
fectly sounded by foeelf.'" Thee vowels area, & 0, 0, u; also o st the ond of
a eyllable, and ¥ except ot the beginning of a syNable.

A diphtRong 1a the unlon of two vowels In one syllable; as, of in boil

A proper diphéhorg 12 one in which both of the voweld are sounded ; aa,
i in woice, o in soknd,

An improper diphthong is one in which only one of the vowels ia sounded ;
ad, ea in fent, oa in doat,

A tripithong iz the union of three wowels in one syllnble; a8, seu in
Soputy, isw in vime.

A coneonant is & letter which represents u pound that is modified by some
interruption during its passage through the orgaos of speech; or, &s it e
commonty defined, it s u legter which oumoot be sounded, or but bmper-

* By some wrltem, lottors ame alza divided imte towizs (having tene), sebtondos
(having & slight dens), and etexicd [hATIng [ Lot} § 07 D010 wecals, suboosaks, and
aapirates (iokizperad). The fottuer divislon s thot of Pr. Bush. The tonice are o
{ns in abs, ar, are, ewely & (88 in sely end, er), 188 Lo dale; in); @ (as In ol coze),
and o {os o owr) § e subionder Ao b, f, & (08 bo o), & omy &, ¢, n, w0, g (e in g,
£ (anin seall, ¢ (29 in atere]), £k fow in 26k, ag (ae in lhg}; the mfenics are f &, k,
Poiy b B (e in thénd, ab [om in Mal}, wd (a8 In wdicA). The latrer division, as
saied by Dr, Bullivne, la ae followe | csealn, o, 5 0, 8, 0y 03 ) seboosals; B, d.r.,!, I,
By, Wy By 7 bk (8B DB BMEE), ©, 9, 2 (A0 T meal), @ (Rn Lo @uuen) | aepiecies, by b ow,
& th{na in fudtk), ah, ch, wh.  The teacher whe profors the naumes Gsed by thees
wrlters 5 those of voweld, Fmivowels, and Mo, oan wee tam without inge-
wenjenos in conneotlon with thin wark.
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