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INTRODUCTION BY THE AUTHOR

On the 4th day of December, 1862, 2 Roysal Decree was
issued by the King of Spain anthorizing an offlejal research
jnto the old offieisl Archives in that Kingdom, The object
having been to aseertain whit truth there was in the belief
which for senturies had been genersl in Spain; that more
than half of the true history of the diseovery and conquest

_of the New World had never been published.

This important and arduous task was confided to a
committee of three of the gblest men in Spain, to-wit, Don
Joaquin F. Pacheco and Don Francisco de Chrdenas, mem-
bers of divers royal scientific academies, and Don Lnis
Torres Mendoza, Attorney General of Spain. This com-
mitfee at once began its labors and on the 81st, day of
January, 1864, the first issue of the series was given to the
world in pamphlet form. The last pamphlet was publishad
in 1884,

The work is contained in 42 velumes of gix pamphlets
each, volume 33 being a Genersl Index to the first 32

volurnes. The compilers started the work in chronologieal

order but did not sucesed in compiling the documentss in
that order, strictly speaking, becsuse the documents were
found acattered among millions of other papers, and that

“ was the repson why they wers published in the order im

which they were found, but, in so far as it wes possible o
to do, in a semi-chronological order. I have followed the
 same method in order to have my Digest conform to the
original work, thus msking it easier for the student to re-
fer to any particular document by merely citing the date
and the number of the wolume or dm‘nmem, where ﬂm
number mdpugeunotg:ven cite \‘.hodm
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4 INTRODUCTION BY THE AUTHOR

The mew light which these documents throw unpon the
history of the discovery and conguest of the New World, -
and the other Spanish possessions, is truly surprising. It

" will be seen that more than half of that history had mot, -
prior to 1884, been known; that by reading the offisial -

reports of Columbus, and his sons, ete.; Amérige Vespucio,
Sebatian Cabot; Cano; Magallanes; Pedro Ariss Dévila,

' Balboa; Cortés, Pizarro, Almagro, De las Casas and the

reat of those great men who discovered, eonquered, chris-
tianized and eivilized the New World, that these documents
will make great changes in what to our day had bean ae-
cepted as & complete history. '

Any historian, or history student, wishing to verify nar- *
ratives heretofore publizhed as history can obtain from mé
;mﬂedmpymSpnnnh.ﬂmEngInh. bywingl.
reasonable price for same.

Thtﬂnmpnrtannenndhmmmlwmthotmm
work may be duly appreciated by historians, ete, I have

- thmghxitpmpertere;imdmain]!ngﬁshmlmm

used by the publishers in their Prospectns, which is also
their Preface. Here it is:
mm OF THE WORK OR G&H:PILATIGH
HEREIN BEG

"Qnr]loyil.&mhxmo!ths[ndmembnue,mdoﬂulﬂ
not but embrace, the most abundant treasure in reference

wtkeHisturantheNew‘Warld. That 18 & fact thet —
~ mere reason should sufficiently indicate and that the studies

of authoritative persons was justified and proved. De-
pository of all that was donme, all that was written, all
that was thought, sinee the dawn of the discovery, ome
finds there the moet notsble title of the glory of Spain,
a3 well as the most exact explanation, either of our char-



