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INTRODUCTION.

Tue following pages are introduced to the publio, in the hope
that they will excite attention proportionate to the evils de-
geribed, and whieh it is the anxious desire of thé writer to me-
liorate. Small as the work is, it has been the labour of years.
The inquiry was commenced in 1837, and, with few interrup-
tions, has been steadily purened until the present moment. He
has been encouraged to persevere in the undertaking, from the
stronig conviction, and the admitted fact, that the evils are not ne-
cessarily associated with the occupation, but are the offspring of
changea induced by the extension of manufactures. Had he
had any doubts on the practicibility of the eorrection of them,
sither from the expense that would be incurred, or from anmy
other cause, he certainly would not have devoted either hia tine
or money in the aseomplishment of o task, that could serve no
end, except to excite useless sympathy.

It is demonstrated by the clearest possible evidence, t.hgf.
where the system of ventilation proposed hias been adopted, the
dust is entircly removed, and the appalling discases of the lungs,
which would otherwise have been produced, are unknown.

he grinders are much more numercus than any other claas of
&rtissns in this town. As far as the inquiries of the writer have
enabled him to form an opinion, they are not less than 3000;
and the individuale dependent upon them for support, at & mo:
derate estimate, are 9000. It is, therefore, manifest, that the
severe and long-protracted disense of the grinder, by which he
is early incapacitated from labour, or compelled to pursue it, a
miserable and painful object, and at length bis premature death,
are ciroumstances which affect the socinl condition of o large
and important section of the population.
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It will also be obvious, from the various facts brought under
consideration, that the evile must in various ways be felt by
every portion of the community. Viee, ignorance, and des-
titution, exert a widely pervading influence. The inability of
the artisan to continue his oocupation from dissase, throws
him, and, perhaps, & numerous family, upon the parish for sup-
port, not in a fow solitary eases, but in hundreds of instances;
and it i searcely necessary to observe, that on his death, the
sgme dependence, if not indeed in an aggravated form, be-
comes indispensable for years. When the parigh is mot bur-
thened in this stage of suffering, the injury to sosiety, from the
madequate atruggles of the afflicted artissn to live, is scarcely in
any degres mitigated. The ehildeen, withont having recsived
any education at all, are put to work, at seven, eight, and nine
yeoars old, from which eireumstances, and the fruitful sonsequences
which flow from them, in alater stage, additional claims upon the
parish funds are oreated, or ignorance and immoralify extend,
maintaining low and depraved habits of fecling among the labour-
ing claases.

The writer takes this opportunity of thanking the public presa
generally, for the manner in which it has spoken of hia inquiries
into the condition of the artisans of this town,’ and especially for
the warm expressions of sympathy towards the most negleeted
portion of them. He trusts, thet on the present occasion, his
laboure in relation to this particular and extensive olass of nr-
tisans, will meet with the ssme kind reseption, snd by the able
exposition of the evils, facilitate the objest which he haa in view—
the correction of them,

It is, perhapa, scarcely necessary to remark, as the fact is go-
nerally known, that this emall work has appeared, within the
present year, in & series of papers, in the Lendon and Edinburgh
Monthly Journal of Medical Science. This course was adopted,
in order that the evils exposed might be widely known ; and for
this facility, which was courteously accorded to his wishes, the
writer taked this opportunity of thanking the spirited and talent-
ed editor of the Journal.

! The Vital Statistics of SheMeld
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