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TCO THE REVEREND

JOHN PYE SMITH, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S,
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FIFTY TEhBii TUTOR IN THE PROTESTANT DISSENTING
COLLEGE AT HOMERTON,

THit; #zdfieg & pihog & v '-;a'ux:il dhergipan
Nrinvs, Epic. of Marl.

Baveerzsn axp Dean Siw,

It ia not without some hesitation and inward
debate, that I havo come to the resolution of dignifying
my present labour by conneeting it, in thiz manner, wmith
your honoured name.

Not that I have any fear of being called fo account
by wowrsslf, for the assumption of such s liberty, Hav-
ing been one of the first fo sanction the undertaking,
you will not repudiate the result of its fulfilment,

But there are many who delight to hold you in honour,
and who, without misgiving, may be called Nathanaels in
piety, simplicity, and zeal—possibly, also, in the want
of a large intellectual sympathy with regard to the va-
rious modes in which the elements of Religion, material
and formal, are capable of being apprehended—to whom
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overy truly German theologian is little better than a
Nazarene. My fear is, leat some individuals of this olass
should interpret my sincere and uneaptious homage into
an attempt to identify you with the details of doctrine
and sentiment contained or implied in the following
pagos. Certainly, if such an attempt were made, it
could be fruitful of evil to none save its author. ¥ou
could not suffer: the Chureh and the World know you
too well.

Considerats readers, however, will, 1 trust, bear in
mind that a Tranalator, by the mere act of translation,
does not even profess his own sdherence to the system
of his author. 1If it were so, & man might easily come
to be estocmed the Inckless champion of halfa-dozen
different and hostile creeds. Much less, then, is the
imputation of such an adheremce implied in & mere
Dedieation.

There are reasons, moreover, for connecting your name
with that of Schleiermacher: especially in an age which
groans over the want of Union in the Church, and yet,
in too many instances, Augs that mental littlences which
renders Union impossible; an age, therefore, which can-
not afford that any real analogy or identity between the
servicea attempted or accomplished by men of God in
different countries and under different eircumstanees,
should be overlooked or ignored. The invidiousnesa, not
to say the impertinence, of a formal comparivon between
yourself and the great German, I would wholly aveid. I
should be very unworthy, too, to write myself your
Pupil, if 1 were ignorant or forgetful of the existence of
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an important difference, in principle as well as in detail,
between your esystem and his. Yet if (though under
different circumstances and in spheres of different extent)
to combat alike, for love of the same Kingly Prophet
and Priest of Humanity, againet that bondage of the
letter, which leaves no room for a free, symmetrical de-
velopement of the higher life in man, but condemna even
the renewed mind to a state of hopeless pupilage.—
against that inflated fanaticiem, which dreams that it
ean dispense with learning, and looka for the fire-baptism
of Pentecost and the success of the Apostolic preachers
withowi their previous training under tho Prince of all
Instruotors,—and Inst, not least, against that haughty,
Gorgon-vyed, soul-freczing Rationalism, which tends to
confound Eternal Reason with the lean results of Human
Reasoning, Faith with logical Understanding, and Re-
ligion with Morality,—if the participation in this grand
eonfliot ﬁf_ pl'inﬂipla {n‘g&; ré wesugdring TR Toenging fr Teis
irouparivez) may form a bond of union between Christian
Tenchers of different countries snd of different Church-
Communities: then, doubtless, in that world in which ol
truth-loving spirits come to understand one snother,
there will be no lack of sympathy between yourself and
him,

“ Yet a little while"” iz this mutnal understanding de-
layed! The day of conflict and toil—in its burden and
heat, at loast—is almost endad. A brief interval of ve-
nersble repose—(may it yet be long enough for the ac-
ecomplishmeat of some parting service to the Church, in
which ages unborn shall rejoice I)—of repose consecrated
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by the respeet, the eympathy, the prayers, of all who
know how to appreciate the refinement of the gentle-
man, the learning of the scholar, the fidelity of the friend,
the aimplicity and integrity of the man of God—and
then—* the night cometh™' A night, not shadowy,
phantasmal, drear, like that through which the noblest
Preceptor of Heathendom had to grope his uncertain
way; but elear, calm, cloudless, llumined by the pre-
sence of the Perfected through Suffering, and fading into
the pale dawn of Light Eternal!

In grateful ackmowledgment of a relation which,
although formally at an end, will, I trust, continue in
some gense to have a virtual existence uatil, in one or
both of us, the * mortal shall have put on immortality,”
- [ beg permission to lay this humble offering, though of
foreign growth, upon the altar of your jubilee rejoieing;
and onoe again to subseribe myself,

Revenesp awp Drar Sm,

With the groatest respect,
Your obliged and affectionate Pupil,
WILLIAM FARRER.

Lonmon, April 1850,



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

Trr purpose of thia work is not, directly, to add an-
other English verdiet to those which have already been
uttered among ue respecting the character and merits
{or demerits, as some would be ready to suggest) of
Schlsicrmacher: but rather to furnich a small contribu-
tiom; st least, towards the means by which the English
Theologian may be emabled to form an independent
judgment with regard to the matter. Truly it is but a
small contribution which we bero present; yet fow, we
think, will venture to deny that our scleetion is about
the beat that could be made by way of & beginning.* 1f
we bhad wished to exhibit the rhetorical and postic
element of Schleiermacher’s genius, or to illustrate the
genetic developement of hia aystem, we should eertainly
have commenced with his *“ Discourses on Resligion.”
In eo doing, however, we shonld have fallen into the old

* Tt most oot be forgotten, however, that 3 spegimen of Schleier-
machior's orilicism appesred in England a8 carly as the year 1825, ina
tranalztion of his * Esssy on the Gospel of 3t. Lake,"—aitribated to thet
ominently learned prefute, the present Dishop of St. David's, (then the
Rav. Connop Thirlwall.)



