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PART ONE
EINDS OF ENOWLEDGE



Some considerationa regarding the nature
and funetion of kmowledge, the main relations
of life in which knowledge i8 of usge, the
agencies for the diffusion of knowledge, espe-
cially the achool, and the conditions under
which the movement for social welfere and
demoeracy may be promoted through the eur-
riculom are offered in the following pagea.



THE EDUCATION OF
TO-MORROW

I

Tee Usk or INFPORMATIOR

Imacins & person deprived of his astock of
knowledge. His nature would propel him along
purely instinetive lines, but in each situation
in which he found himself he would suffer se-
riously for laek of consciousness of past expe-
rience. The instinct of sociability might draw
him toward a fireside gronp, but he would
know mneither how to ast with reference to
others nor how to protect himeself from the dan-
gers of fire. Were he to cross a railroad track
the instinct of curiosity would likely hold him
on the rails fill run down by the train. De-
prived of his former experience with railroads
and the Jmowledge gained from others’ expe-
rience with railroads, our hypothetical person
wonld no doubt fall an early victim to the dan-
gers of the railroad erossing.
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The Education of Toe-morrow

Similarly with a multitnde of sitnations re-
quiring adjustments on the part of the indi-
vidual. The mental picture of a former
gituation and itz results leads to the avoidance
or the repetition of the original experience,
The more knowledze one has of former expe-
riences the better able iz he fo chooze wisely
among new sitnations that present themaselves,
Deprived of images, which are viriually a
photographie collection for reference purposes,
the individual would forever be debating the
wisdom of alternatives and expesed at every
turn to the disasters of wnwise choices. No
evolutionary attainment of the crganism is
comparable to the mental process which effects
a resteration of the past for purposes of guid-
ance as to future movements and decisions,

Enowledge enzbles one to meet the require-
ments of environment, while lack of it involves
maladjustment entailing unnecessary friction,
waste, loss and suffering and in extreme casea
death. Enowledge vastly conserves effort and
directs enpergies aright. Representing as it
does the significant experience one himself haa
had aa well as the experience of the race so far
ags assimilated throngh the processes of learn-
ing, one’s knowledge saves from numberless
hazards and points the way to economies and
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The Use of Information

sysiem in relation to environment. Knowledge
geta the screws of adjnstment, enabling the or-
ganiem to accommodate itself o wvariations.
It warns by citing appropriate examplez from
the past. Its funetion is to promote cor-
respondence between organism and environ-
ment,

Since the funetion of knowledge is to artic-
ulate the individual with big environment, it is
evident that what is valuable knowledge o one
may be worthless knowledge to another, exeapt
g0 far as all individuals have needs in common,
It will not do to pass upon this or that quantum
of knowledge absolutely. The values of knowl-
edge are ever relative to the individual him-
self.

The question of the funectional value of knowl-
adge is, then, largely a personal one, Is Greek
a valoable knowledge? It waa {o individamal
Greeks in Greece. It is Jess so to the Greek in
America who sella fruit to Americans, To the
Americant That depends. But the guesticn
must be discussed always with reference o par-
ticular individuals or classes having needs in
COMmOon.

Te evaluate knowledge for the individual re-
quires acquaintance with the relations which he
will sustain to his environment. What will he
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