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At a meeting of the Citizens of Roxbury who are in favor of

uniting Boston and Roxbury under one muncipal government, the
Undersigned, having been chosen a Committes to consider what,
if any, objections are made to this movement, beg leave to

. REPORT:

That by Act of the Legislature of this Commonwealth, passed in
the prezent year, the City of Roxbury was divided into twe unequal
portions. By far the largest area of territory was incorporated under
the name of West Roxbury, and returned to the old EJnrm of town
government; leaving the remainder still under the form of a City
{(zovernment.

The area of Roxbury is now estimated at three thousand acres.
Of this, about two hundred acres consist of marsh land, more or less
improved, four hundred ncres of marsh land whelly unimproved, and
two thousand fonr hondred acres of upland.

The population of Roxbury is believed to be fifteen thousand ; and
of this number no less than fourteen thousand are located upon 700
acres, leaving ooly 1000 persons to occupy 2300 acres,

According to the statements of the City, Treasorer, of the popula-
tion of Roxbury,

3479 are Irish; 699 sre Enpglish; 694 are Germans; 1921 are
children of foreigners.

Thus we find that between ons guarter and one fifth parl of our
population is Irish, and one third are foreigners, excluding from the
computation the children of foreigners. Including these children in
the class of foreigners, the Americans exceed the foreigners by about
1400, '

The foreign population here is chiefly located upon the low lands
adjoining Boston; the Americans principally sccupying the higher
lands.

The aren of the Cily of Boston, proper, in 1722, was 532 acres,
including what had been filled up at that date. About 626 neres
have since been filled up, making in all 1218 acres.

Thus comparing Boston &s it was in 1722, with Roxbory as she is,
it appenrs that we have now nearly four times as much land (occu-
pied only by 1000 inhabitants) as the entire area of the ancient
metropolis, And it is believed that Roxbury containg about the
same aren s Doston, East Boston, and South Beston united, zo that
by the union, the territory of the Capital will be nearly deubled in
extent.

In the lawer and easterly part of the City, there are zema mann-
factories, some wharves, and numercus chopa and oilier buildings,
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suited to various trades and manuofactures ; but Roxbury having been,
l:s the various bridges, railroads, &c., e0 much curtailed in the {rifling
vantages she once had in bordering upon salt weter, has now no
hance of ever b ing a town of any importance, by reason of her
Im‘:g llEmm:f"-ll lation 1 d he pal £
jon er population live and transact the prinei i 0
their mfm in Roxbury ; another very small portion still enltivate
the land ; but by far the largest, most active, most wealtby and influ-
ential portion of the population, are connected more or less intimately
with Boston, in the various relations of business. Indeed, so intimate
constant and thorough has the conpection between these two cities
become of late years, that, according to a statement of the®roprietor
of one of the lines of omnibuses, hiz line has transported between
Boston and Roxbury more than one million of passengers, per
anRUM.

From the close proximity of these cities, from the fact that there
was & natural union between them by means of the * Neck,” so that
bridges or other artificial and expensive structures were therefore un-
necessary—and from the fact that the people of these towns eom-
mingled in their daily business, and in the avocations of mercantile
and social life—it was not nonatural that & strong desire shonld grow
up in the minds of many, to draw still closer, the bonds of union
between them. And this desire grew still more intense, when it was
found that the peorh of West Roxbury were determined to separate
from us, principally upon the ground that we were essentially a busi-
ness population, having the wants, habits, and necessities of a city,
while they were essentially rural in their habits, tastes and avocations.
Their wishes were not ours; the government which would satisfy
them, would not satisfy us, that we were destived to become a part
,of the great metropolis, while they desired enly to remain & beautiful
and rural, though flourishing country town,

If we had remained united, many of our citizens, attached to the
ancient name of %Old Roxbury,” proud of her territory, gratified
with her politieal importance in the County of Norfolk, and looking
forward to the time when her wide & territory should be occu-
pied by bundreds of thousands, would have been unwilling to take
finy mensure, caleulated to impair her influence, diminish her ares,
or io change her municipal relations,

But division has intervened, and now, many of those who opposed,
are cordially friendly to snnexation. The friends of the movement
are growing more numerous from day to day ; as time develops the
waants of the people, and the inability of the Government to satisfy
those wants within reasonable time.

Other cireumstances also contributed to fill the minds of thoughtful
men with apprehension for the future.

The fortign element of our population had begun te increase fo an
alarming extent, filling our alms-housea and places of punishment,
and presenting a mass of hopeless pauperism, that seemed almost
beyond our means of effectunl relief. This unfortunate clnss, settled
down upon the most unwholesome lands, without pure water, without
under-drainage, encouraging by their. numbers, the erection of the
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most wretched and shabby tenements, Many of this class, having no
regular occupation, but depending, chiefly, npon chance jobs and
charity, for support, continued to immigrate into this town, so that
the lower part of Roxbury was in danger of becoming another
“ Broad Street,” the receptucle of the most worthless and indolent of
the foreign panpers; while, nt the same time, there was no publie
work going on here, which, by affording them employment, would
Jjustify their remsining among us.

Roxbury has been, at times, a flourishing town. Beginning about
a8 far back as 1587 or 1838, she seemed to Lave received & new im-
pulse ; the number of her inhabitants began greatly to increase, her
mechanics had plenty of work ; in all parts of the town the signs of
vitality appeared, and for a few years it wonld have been difficult to
find a village which promised better for the future. In the mesn
lime the City Government was institnted, and some l‘hin%a were done
fo'_ﬁs rendering Roxbury, in certain parfs, an agreeable place of
residence.

But within the last three or four years Roxbury has not advanced.
Her American population has not increased sccording to the reasona-
ble expectations of her friends. There have been few new build-
ings erected, few of our empty lands have been settled ; few, if any,
of our enterprizing and wealthy citizens from Boston, bave come out
to live permanently among us. )

The mechanic is obliged to leave us for want of employment; the
Iaborer finds it hard to obtmin work ; the landholder cannot sell his
land ; and in short, we bave become almost stationary, while the
other towns around Boston sre steadily advaneing.

What is the reason of this decided change 7 'What cause could ex-
ist, 80 powerful aa to check the growth of a city which enjoys such
advantages as we enjoy, beyond all other towns around Boston?
We have four main avenues, connecting us with ‘the Capital, and
lines of omnibuses affording the cheapest possible means of inter-
communication ; we have a population abounding in wealth, intelli-
E:nce and enterprize;*we have on our hills, situations of varied

auty, unsur in Eastern Muassachusetts.

It cannot because our lands have risen to too high a price, as
some persons have asserted, since lands in Esast Boston and South
Boston have risen to & far higher price than ours, and yet these
places are in the fall tide of proeperity. And it is well known that
before Division, land in Ro:bu? might be bought at any price from
850 or 8100 per acre, up to $1.50 per square foot, so that mo town
eould afford cheaper lands than Roxbury; yet it is true, that in the
thickly settled parts of the town, the prices of land had not advanced
bere as in similar parts of all the other towns surrounding Boston.

1t cannot be the result of the annexation movement, because that is
the conssquence of these evils and difficalties; not their canse. An-
nexation was thought of after the blight bad fallen upon ws, and
" although its progress has since been rapid, the movement began less
than two years ago.

Other causes must exist, and must have been deeply impressed
on the public mind, in order to have produced such an influence
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agninst Roxbury, And of these one -of the most prominent is, that
the people of Roxbury, while paying taxes nearly as high as those
of any other city in New England, have never enjoyed and arve not
Likely to obtain those public {mprovements which are essential to the
growth of the Town.

Another reason is that very large expenditures must soon be made,
in order most prudently, wisely and economically to provide for the
absolute necessities of the futwre. Those who bave gone before us
failed to do much that ought to have been done, and we have new to
perform the work which they left undone, at a very much greater
expense.

Perceiving this, many persons whe would otherwise eome among us,
are deterred from settling here, because they see but two alternatives—
on the one hand a large and disproporiionate cily debt and exorbitant
taxaiion ; on the other, the necessity of abandening all public dm-
provements, and giving wp those things which are essentiol, in a
erowded populalion, to the comfort and health of the eitizens, Other
reazons ight be added, but these are sutficient for the present.

Some of those who had the welfare of Reoxbury st beart, anxious
to restore her former prosperity, finding that, year after year, the
City Government were wholly unable and unwnlling to do more than
they wers absolutely compelled to do, nnd that the hope of their ever
mbﬂiﬁg a liberal and wise policy, having due regard to the future,
cowld no longer be indulged, and finding that West Roxbury Lnd
determined to abandon what she thought to be a sinking ship, deter-
mined to make some effort to save themselves and their tellow citizens
from the evils which thus threatened on all gides.

They could perceive but one eseape ; and that was by uniting their
Jfate and fortunes with those of the metropolis ; well knowing that if
Boston should go down, Roxbury must inevitably follow, whether
united or separate, and-if Boston should prosper, ber prosperity would
be shared by us.

There are few intelligent persons in Roxbury, who do not believe
that Boston and Rexbuory will be united at some future day, It
seems {o be their * manifest destiny.” Almost all who are now op-
posed to annexation, ave ready to admit this, the chiel question with
them, being, whether the present i the best iime, or whether it is bet-
ter to wait till some futore peried.

The division of this ancient town was with maoy perscns, & turn-
ing point, and it brought over to the side of the annexationists, a lurge
and influential body of our citizens, So that now, although theie nre
still lefi thoze who are not yet quite ready for the change, yet the pro-
gresa of the movement has been all that its most ardent supporters
coull desire.

And we believe it 1o ke the opinion of a Imige proportion of onr
Ipeop]e“ﬂ:lnt the time for annexation has now arrived. Further de-
ay will deprive both cities of many important advan which ma
and will be secured by fmmediale im’ou. il

Let us now state what seem to ns to be the ehief wants of Roxbur
and Boston, which annexation is caleclated to satisfy.



WANTS OF ROXBURY.
PURE WATER.

1st. There are nearly six bundred acres of marsh and low lands in
Roxbury, where pure water eannot be obtnined by means of wells.
The introduction of this essential element into & locality destined, at
no disiant period, to be denaely populated, becomes therefore a matter
of absolute necessity. .

2d. Jn the erowded paris of the city, a3 the population becomes
more dense ; as the number of the drains, vaulls, other gonrces of
eorruption increase, the water of the wells will become less pure and
wholesome.

3d. Jn the roely portions of the teen, where the expense of dig-
ging wells through the rocks is enormous, the water would ba intro.
duced at & great saving of expense. It is believed that no difficulty
will arise from the occasional necessity of laying the pipes among the
rocks, because the upper surface of the stone is generally quite seamy
and easily broken, so that a channel a few feet deep, would be made
at as gmall expense ns in East Boston, where a bard clay pan under
laid the scil, or in Bosion, where the pavement must be taken up and
relnid. The cost of sinking wells through the rocks varies according
to the loeality. We are informed of numerous instances where the
expense of blasting has been from $600 to 8800, and in some cases
even $1000 have been expended in the vain attempt to reach a relia-
ble spring. It is true that there are some wells of pure water in dif-
ferent paris of the town, and that those who them may not
be willing to give them up for the Cochituate, But many others have
nol good water, even though they bave wells sank throogh the rocks,
since the surface water in rainy or thawy weather flows into and fills
them up and the contents thus eontinue impure. Many others have
rock-wella which fail in dry weather, as was the case lnst summer.
Many bihers are deterred from building because of the expense of
wells. Moreover, the well water of Roxbury is rarely, if ever, fit for
washing, bathing and other household purposes ; so that almost every
comfortable house containg one of more brick-cisterns to catch ran
water. When the eost of building eisterns adequate to t%ie wn.nls_nf
& family, and the additional expense of pumps are taken into consid-
eration it ia very obvious that the simple interest of the :35])"3] thus
invested for the purpose of getting soer water alene, will often pay
all the annual rents for Cochituate water, besides affording a far more
abundant supply in dry semsons, and saving the Inbor necessary fo
pump up the whter to the various places where it is to be consumed.

A yood, substantinl brick cistern, of suitable size to mmadt_tte
an ordinary family with abundant =oft water throughout the year, with
& pump and pipe, would not be less than one hundred dollars on which
the interest will be six dollars per annum, It will cost no less than
one dollar per year to keep the pamp in good working order. The
rate of the water tax—
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or houses valued at - - $3,000, is $7.00 pev annum.
“ o “« o« S 4,000, s BO0 % &
“ “ “ “ - - 5,000, is D00 « L)

Thus, the owner of & good well, may add to-his establishment the
luxury of Cochituate water as economically as he can build and
maintain his rain-water cistern and pump ; and soft water is as essen-
tial as hard to bousehold comfurt and economy.

But granting that our city has a sufficlent supply of water for its
present number of inhabitants, would not the i wetion of the Co-
chituate be an inestimable blessing when that number ghall be doub-
led or trebled hereafter ?

Every family that settles here must have water. On the low lands
it cannot be obtained except 'i);r some agueduct. On the rocky
of the highlands it can be obiained only by sinking new wells. Sup-
pose these wells cost, upon an average $400 each. Every family
must inveat & capital which is worth, st least $24 per annum. Co-
chituate may be obtained, suppoasing the average value of the hauses
to be at $4,000 each, at $8 per annum. Here will then ba an annual
Joss of $16 per anvum to each Ffamily ; enough to pay a large part of
the tax on the hooass itself, The amount of money which would thus
be wasted, is enormons.

In s Report entitled “ A Word for Old Roxbury,” and purporting
o be signed by Samuel Guild and others, we find cerlain stalements
on the eubject, which fill us with astonishment. We presume, how-
ever, that they were made inadvertently, and we are informed that
some of the names appended to the Report wers put there without the
knowledge or consent of the gentlemen themselves; so that we are
unable to ascertain who is, really, responsible for the statement thus
published. But whoever the party may be, he cannot have taken the
trouble to ascertain with sufficient accuracy, the correctness of the al-
legations made, The m says (page Oth) that * some of us prefer
water filtered th.tml%:lu ond gravel to that which is gathered in
Cochituate Pond—from a large tract of territory, ©preity thickly
studded over with dwelling houses and manufactories.” Tt will cer-
tainly be news to most of the gentlemen of this vieinity, that the
nei hood of Cochituate Lake is protty thickly studded with dwel-
ling houses and manufactories.

The Water Commissioners have informed the E:I.;lie that they have
purchased the land all around the margin of the Laks for the purposs
of preventing the erection of buildings which would tend lo corrupt
the water. And furthermore, a guard is stationed there to Lkeep off
all persons who shall attempt to make an improper use of the water.
It ie well known that there ore no dwelling houses or factories near
enough to the Lake, to have the least tendency to render its walers
impure. If the authora of this t.represent this waler as so
impure by reason of settlements in its neighborhood, how can they
recommend the people of Roxbury to take Jamaica Pond water, whe
it is well known that houses are situated on the margin of the pom
and that the wash of the streets is liable to flow into it with ever
Tain ; and that no effectual means have been taken to prevent the pov
from being the receptacle of many impurities? We think that tt



