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INTRODUCTION

TO THE MOUNT VERNON ERITION

Wuen we realize that the famous anecdote of
George Washington and the cherry tree and accounts
of certain exploits equally inspiring were first given
to the world by Washington's hiographer, Mason
Locke Weems, it becomes interesting to trace the
events which led to the writing of a book that above
any other has contributed to the veneration accorded
outr greatest national hero.

Weems was one of a family of nineteen, Ile was
born in Maryland in the vear tyso and at an early
age journeyed to Enpland to learn medicine. Later
he dropped medicine and made a second trip abroad
to secure ordination under the strict regulations of the
English Episcopal Church. :-

Returning to Marvland he bzcame rector of VWest-
minster Parish and the conductn of a scheod! for girls.*
Before long he made another change ard 102k up book
selling in the peddler fashion 1 15 a5 writer and book
salesman that he is most conspicuows, for his journeyvs
were many and the books he wrote widely distributed.

His popular * Life of Washington " was issued in
the year 1800, sometime after he had served as rector
of Mt. Vernon Parizh, in Virginia, Edition after edi-
tion was brought out, nearly every one containing some

* Parson Weems, by L. C. Wrath,



6 INTRODUCTION

new anecdote or other iresh material drawn from his
personal recollections of Washington and from other
sources. His sprightly style delighted both young and
old, but for the boys and girls of that as well as present
generations the pages held especial appeal.

No celebration of Washington's Birthday is con-
ducted to-day without countless references to some of
those anecdotes of virtue in the character of young
(eorge made famous by this doctor, parson, salesman
and author who understood huwman nature and rever-
enced the greatest man of his time.




