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Explanation

For seven years the Library has conducted a number of
home libraries and reading clubs among children in the city
who live at too great distance from the Library buildings to
make use easily of their children’s rooms. Many of these
children are of foreign parentage, the parents of some speak-
ing no English, and a great variety of nationality and race is
represented—English, Scotch, Irish, Welsh, Hungarian, Ital-
ian, Bohemian, German, Swedish, French, Dutch, Hebrew
{German, Russian, Polish), Slay and Negro.

A home library consists of a simall case of books placed in
a child’s home. At a stated time each week ten or twelve
children of the neighborhood meet about the bookcase, and a_
visitor from the Library gives out the hooks, reads aloud or
tells stories, and in various ways makes the “library hour” pass
pleasantly with profit to the children. The home library
groups consist chiefly of younger children and girls, but the
reading clubs, which do not meet in homes but in school
rooms or special club rooms, are composed principally of older
boys. A member of the library stafl has the general direction
of the work, but most of the visitors who have charge of the
groups and clubs are not members of the library stafi, but give
their services to it for this work., It is to meet the special
needs of these volunteer visitors, who have little time to read
the children’s books, that this catalogue has been compiled.

The books in this collection have been selected carefully
for the special work and not with the idea of making an ideai
selection of children’s books for general nse. Most of the
children who become members of the home library groups
and reading clubs have read: little and therefore are not able
to comprehend and enjoy many of the best books for children.
Experience has taught us that if we wish these children to
read at all, we must begin by giving them the classic myths
and folklore retold in a simple way or popular modern books
full of action and adventure, and then lead them gradually
to more solid reading. Therefore, the greater number of
the books listed in this catalogne are popular in character,



And theeritries are gronped under headings of interest to boys
and girls. Since so many of the children are of foreign
parentage, there is a preponderance of books on American
history and stories of American life. The popular lists are
supplemented by special lists of “classic and standard stories,”
which include mythology, folklore, ete. as well as fiction,
The books in these lists are not generally popular with the
children in the home library groups and reading clubs, and
therefore few duplicate copies are parchased, though the
popular books are duplicated freely, especially those for the
younger children. Careful choice is made of editions, as we
believe in the elevating influence of a book that is beautiful in
binding, illustrations and general appearance.

There is in preparation as a supplement to this catalogue
a “visitors’ handbook,” containing suggestions for organizing
and conducting home libraries and reading clubs. [t will also
contam lists of stories to tell, lists of books and chapters of
books to read aloud, and lists of books for the use of mothers
and home library visitors.

15 May 1903,
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Books for Younger Children

Picture Books ?
Linan Picture Books

Aladdin and the wonderful lamp, Warne, §40. (Play time
toy books.) '

Baby's linen alphabet book. Warne, $2.00,
Baby’s linen animal book. Warne, $2.00.
Bird A B C. Tuck, §.7s.
Book of horsea. Dutton, .75
Book of ships, Dutton, $.4s.
Cock 2 doodle do A B C. Tuck, $.15.
Favorite apimals. 'Warne, §.40.
Floyd, G. .

Three little kittens. Tuck, $.40.
Goody Two Shoes. McLoughlin, $.30.
Jack and the beanstalk. Tuck, $40.
Little boy blue. Tuck, $.zs.
Little Bed Riding Hood. Tuck, $.40.
Little soldier boys’ A B C. McLoughlin, $.50,
Mother Hubbard, McLoughlin, $.50.
Might before Christmas. McLoughling $.35.
01d woman who lived in a shoe. Tuck, .10,
One, two, three, four. Warne, $.65.
Out doggies. Dutton, $.75.
Qur farmyatd. Duticn, 5.75.
Owr four-footed friends. McLoughiin, $.50.
Simple Simon. Tuck, $.20.
Soldiers of the world. Dutton, $.25.
Three bears. Tuck, §.40.
Wain, Louis.

Catland. Tuck, $.75.

Dogs in Catland. Tuck, §.75.
‘Webster, George P.

Santz Claus and his works. McLoughlia, $.25.
Who killed Cock Robin? Tuck, $.40,
Work and play A B C. Tuck, $25.

Bound Plctore Bocks
See also Rhymes and Jimgles, p.rg; 3ong Books, pao
Adelborg, Ottilia.
Clean Peter and the children of Grubbylea, Longmans,
T i e R B e e R R jAzasc
Ainslie, Kathleen.
At great-aunt Martha's. Stokes, §.50.
Baum, Lyman Frank.
MNavy alphabet. Hill, $1.00.



