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INTRODUCTION.

A N i i,

In the morning of the gospel day, the apostles
sad diseiples found it necessary to meet together
for the consolation and atrength one of another;
when, pursuant to the nsture and design of the
goapel, which brings peace on earth and good will
to men, & care arose for the edification of the
church ; and thst all, being of one family, might
be of one mind.

And aa it hath pleased the great Head of the
church to gather us sa 2 branch of His church,
and to inspire us with a measure of the same
universal love and good will, by which wasushered
in the dispensation of the gospel, we are engaged
not only to meet together for the worship of God,
but also for the exercise of a Christian care over
each other, for the preservation of all in unity of
faith and practice, answerable to the deseription
which Hae, the ever-blessed Bhepherd, gave of hia
flock, “ by thia chall all men konow that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another.” John
xiii z 5.

For this important end, and as an exterior
hedge of preservetion to us, sgainst the many
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temptations and dangers to which we are exposed,
the following Rules, which have been oceasionally
adopted by the Society, now form our code of Dis-
cipline. In the exercise whereof, it is to be
observed, that if any member be found in & conduet
subversive of ita order, or repugnant to the testi-
monies with which we believe we are entrusted for
the promotion of truth and righteousness, it
becomes our indispensable duty to treat with such
in Christian meekness and brotherly compassion,
without unnecessary delay or improper exposure ;
according to the direction of our Lord to His
church, *if thy brother shall trespass against thee,
go end tell him hia foult, between thee and him
alone : if he shail hear thee, thou hast gained thy
brother : but if he will not hear thee, then take
with thee one or twe more, that in the mouth of
two or three witnesses every word may be estab-
lished. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell
it unto the church; but if he neglect to hear the
charch, let him be unto thee as an heathen man,
and a publican.” Matthew xviii: 15, 16, 1T.
This is the extent of the censure of the Bociety
sgainst irreclaimable offenders, and whilst we die-
own them from being members of our religious
gommunity, it is recommended to be done in such
& disposition of mind a8 may convince them that
weo sincerely desire their recovery and restoration.
From the right exercise hercof, we believe no
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degree of persecution or imposition can be justly
inferred ; for the imposition rests on the part of
those who (a8 has sometimes happened) insiat on
Bbeing retained as members, whilst at open variance
with our religious body, either in prineiple or
practice.

For the more regular and effectusl Jsupport of
the order of the Bociety, it will be obeerved, that
besides the usual meetings for the purpose of divine
worship, others for the exercise of our Discipline
are instituted, gubordinete to each other; all of
which are either immediately or remotely account-
able to the Yearly Mecting. These meetings have
distinet allotmenta of service, and experience has
abundantly shown, that when thia serviee is
attended to in uprighiness and dedication of heart,
with a single eye to the honor of cur holy Head,
and the benofit and edifiestion one of another, in
the love wherewith He hath loved us, our assem-
blies are favored with His aid and direction,

Although this code of Discipline is printed for
the use of our own Bociety, yet should it meet the
public eye, it is not doubted but the serious and
candid reader will observe, thronghout the whole,
the earnest endeavors of the Yearly Meeting for
the promotion of virtus and religion.

And whilst we earnestly recommend this work
to the notice and regard of Friends, we are not
without a clear prospect that an acquaintance with



