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INTRODUCTION.

Awmowe all the sedentary ernnsemnents invented by the
Sages of Antiquity, for the recreation of the indusizions
or the ontevtninment of the anemployed, the * Royal
Game " has the pre-eminence, on account of its in-
telleetual cherpcter and its infinibe variety. The
history of COhess is enveloped i ohacurity, and has
been & subject of diligent research. From the writ-
inge of Profeseor Worbes and Dr. Linde, the most
modern and reliable of Uriental Chess Historians, we
learn that it had ite origin in Indin, whers a similar
gams, eallad + Chaturanga,” had been practised for
gree. Borly in the sizth century thisp encient pas-
tima was known to the Fermanz, hut its designstion
Lad been changed o ** BLatiwn],” and the method of
playing mmtun&llg altercd. The Mohammeden Arabs
probably acq the new Medievel system, when
they overthrew the Perman Empire, in the seventh
cantury, and carried it slong on their tide of conquest
to Western Europe. The Spenish Courts of these
vietorious Moslems were the centres of literature and
sciencs. Learned men, from all pasts of the Condi-
nent, visited these Eastern sohools, where, aceording
to Arabian and Bpanish manuséripts, Ches: was very
popular, Thus the Imowledge of the game was
diffused to swrrounding nations.

Tradiion relates that & was introduced into
England about the tenth century. Canute the Great
was & Chess player, and numerous are the crowned
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heads and leading statezmen whose Domes mre en-
rolled on the list of Caisea's votaries.

The literature of the game is more extenmve than
is generally supposed. Nearly & thousand volumes
hngj baenlguhhmd, nxsluﬂivel\{y devoted to ite study
and practice, Beveral of our leading journels insert
(Chess columne, edited by the * best talent,” and
excellent monthly periodicals ere issued both in our
own and in foreign languages. Buch is & hrief
gpitome of the history of this most interesking
paatime.
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CHAPTER I.

The nature of the Game. Description of the
Board and Men. Their arrangement and
various movements. Helative valus, Me-
thod of capturing, &ec.

Tue Game of Chess iz a battle between two fetitions
combatants, who seck to imprison the adverse King
in & postion from which be esnnot be extrneated ;
this is termed * Cheok-mate"” (pce definition 6).
The field of battle is & chequered board of sizty-four
squaree. The lines of sqnares running npward are
termead filer, thoss from left to right reafs, and the
rows of equares running chliquely are called Zingonals,

Eack player is possessed of sixtgen men ; eight
pieces, with their respoctive Pawms, vie.,

Ona Kina @ *

One Queex
Two Boors (ar CasTLrs)
Two Bwemors

Two Knomrs ...

o Y = E

Eight Pawss
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The following diagram represenis the Board with
men arranged in proper order for the commencement
of a game :— BLACE.

WHITE.
The board must be pleced with o white square to
the right hand of erch player.

THE MOVEER.

Theege are diffienli to tesch by defimitions. Our
gyetem will principally conmist of diagrams or pie-
tures ; but the movements eonld be more easily
acquired by practieal illustration from & friend
soquuinted with Chesa. All the pieces oan either
move backwards, forwards, or sideways, over as many
squares ss may be vacant within their line of action.
The Pawn, whieh ig not claseed as & pieca, can only
move forwards. The Enight is the only piece that
can leep over any other man, All the other pieces,
if debarred by any obetacle, are prevented from
pursuing their eonrae,




