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INTRODUCTION
hy
D, James K. Parrersox
President-Fueritus

OME years ago. while still President of the State
Tniversity of Kentucky, I was one day mvited
by Professor Anderson, Dean of Mechanieal

Engineering, Lo go over Lo the lectore room of the
departiment. to meet and to hear Mr. Williiun Gibson
of Piltshurgh in a lectire to the engineering students.
I aceepted the iovilalion and met Lhe lecluver and
heard the leeture. [ had expeected o lecture of avernge
inLerest by a man of average ability, The presence of
the lecturer was that of dignified composure.  ITe had
not proceeded far before the execllence of the matter
made 1L quile appareal Lial T was in the presence of
no ordmary man.  The strength aud beauty of the
thouphl presenled were embodied in language chaste,
vigoraus, terse, elegant; the voice was well modulated,
the elocution elear and resonant.

The leclure was not long, bul il was compact, rich,
abommding in wholesome information for the young
engineers to whom it was addressed. At its elose, his
auditors carried away with themn the conviction thal
the highest type of engineer must be a well educated
man with mind disciplined by study and by contact
with the best thought of mankind throughout the ages;
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INTHRODUCTION

that Janguage and literaluree, aml seicnee and art, and
philosoply and eullure are all essential conditions of
the highest [vpe of engineer and thal whatever else
may be omitted, character, hased npon the principles
of a sound llml'ulitlk'. catddor, illh.‘gl‘]l".'_ a fanalicism
for Lruth. purily of soul are indispensahle,

With eloguent language and with powerful insistence
he wreed Lhal—"Nou possidentent wodla rocarerts recle
Geatwm” F—thal the highest bype of engineer and conse-
cuuently the highest fype of man,

SDhirnmogue callel paoperiem patd
Pejusque lete flagitinm timet
Non ille pro caris amies
Aul palein Lnidus periee.” f

These views urged wilh a vigor, au earnesiness, an
emphasis that were refreshing, made a profound impres-
sion upon me. There was no cant. no sensaliomal period,
no attempt ab orlorical elimax.,  The arsument was
cogenl, the illustrations were approprinte, the con-
clusions irrefulable.  Every audilor fell thal Lo make
a great engineer was o tosk weorthy of aclievement;
bul Lhat Lo make a great wan, a greal cilizen, a great
exponent awd benelnctor of mankind is & higher achieve-
ment still; that this is & task beyond the abilily of
sines mel cosines, chemical reactions, slrength  of
materinls or the correlation of physical forees Lo accom-
plish.  To train and to develop the intelleetual powers
under o moral sanclion and for hich moral ends: Lo
educate man us man, is the highest aim and the noblest
end of education,

The lecture of that day impelled me to seck and to
enjoy Lhe further acquaintance of Mre, Gibson. Daring

"Une might eadl him teuly lappy seha il el posscss mach.

Flle who in invilesd Ao soilering aml povertly amd whe fears sdisgeace worse Lhoo deally will nut
be afraid Lo die for bis heloved Privods or bis comnlig,
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his subisequent visits to the State University to lecture
before the engineers on lechnienl training and 1o
larger andiences on general literature, I never missed
an opporlunity to he present and to profit hy the
message which he had to deliver. His range of acquaint-
ance with the Lest authors 18 wide and intimalte,
Saturated with the hest thought of the past and of the
present, hLis facile style of expression emables him to
present to an audience the essence of Iis aceumulated
stores of information in such a way as to hold the
audience spellbound by its strength, ils beauty and
ils charm.

Mr. Gibson is o hving and a conspienous example
of the fact that a man may rank high as an engineer
and Lake also high rank as an exponent of the learning
and eullure which adorn any profession with which
he may he associnted.  The excellent training gollen
[rom an undergraduate course of study in Edinburgh
University made of him a suceessful executive of a
great American railvoad, but it made hin much more;
il made him an interpreter of Shakespeare and Burns,
of Seott and Carlyle, of ihekens and Thackeray, It
litted him ont of the plane of Lechnical routine and
possibly of technical drudgery, and brought him into
contact with the great thinkers of the past and of the
presenl, with men of ideas as well as realities.

When capacily for organization and admivisiration
is associated with broad views of the relations of pro-
duction Lo consumplion, of supply to demand: and
when production is nol regarded as an end in itself
but as a means to the development of the intellect. the
quickening and puifying of the moral sense, the evolu-
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