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THE BEGINNING AND THE END OF MAN.

Tre origin of man and his deetiny i constantly agitn-
ting the Teain of mortals, and 0 meny this enguiry is
simply monsenze,  Tha child eares nothing for his great
grandfathert uneestry, aud whether the vaoe dates back
fifty or two shonsazed years iU maliers ol to him, sines
biv mpusements are woto distucbed. The cow oats grass
sl ehewry her ond, werdndfal of the past and indiiferent,
about the fulnve. Plonty to eat mul deink, sod pleoty
of slewp, iz the sam ool e vequirements, and the appareni
eomapletion of her happiness, Montaigne eays of Pyrche,
the philosopher, sl being soe day ina beaf, 0 a very
wrvat tempest, he sbowed to these he esw the most
affrighted aboot hime and encoseaged then by the exam-
ple of 4 hog that was there, nothing at wil concerned at
the storm.  Shall we, then, dace to say that thie advan-
tagre of veazon, of which we so much boast, and npon the
avegunt. of which we think ourselves maaters and emper-
ars over a1l otlier ereatures, was given ns for a tovment ?

To what end serves the knowledge of things if it ren-
ders ns more anmmanly 3 iF with it we kose the {ranquility
and repose we shonld enjor withont it, and if it puts us
into o worse condition than Pyeiheo's hog?  And yer,
with all the conteatment and undisturbod happinees of
thiz dirty creature, who of us wonld care to be a hog or
a eow, inetead of men and women endowed with reason
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ard & full-grown intellect? I “igpmornce i3 blisg,” il
it s “folly 40 be wise” mind is u burden and resson a0
false creation; but as God, or the wniverss, makes no
mistakes, the child iz ever wizeling the parent with gqnes-
tiong, and i3 satisfied gimply notil 2 new one snggests
itwedf,  New do thess ingoivies cease ot manhood ar wo-
wiemhood,  The happiness of the cow or ple must be very
toderate, confined too one facnlty, while with man, just
it proportion te the developmont of Jis intelioed his fae-
altics ineveagr, his happiness beeomwies e incense and
iz mizerice in the same radie, = The kingdor of heaven
18 wWithie and il ig Tor ug alooe teonake aar own hesyen
or hell.  When the nguivies o inan 1_'1’*..'1:';»;:, hiz mind
hegomcd Awaried, umd e evistence bere valueless,  Our
inguirice sl be Tor seamething wwere Lhan teat whieh
we alvendy kuow, 1 the angwer Bes bevosel sotaal dew-
gplrRbil or proof, Teison e aralogy,

Dhaving the carly pre-bisovie see of soon it was sofii-
cient for Lim 4o know Wi Dirthplsee, mnd thut he was
bore of womem tarther than chal the pesr exeiled wo
mmriosity oringuiry.  Time eolled en, aod after tho Tapse
of  nmes hig Tolelleel espands, deeclops; he stodies
canse and effect, sud pstuenlty sashe hipeedd, = Whithey
am [ ogoing, sand feisn whesee did 1 oor my  snoesstors
vowne ¥ The ‘problem b falls to solve,  Moses v born o
wening 3 he gaine the enres ot the peoply, and they aeeepo
him us their oraele.  He invents the story of the arestion
apd plices Adam ol the heaad of the race. This answercsd
the gquestion of {helr oriein, apd thelr minds wero nol
fecther Lronbled,  This slory was rocorde] and heeaine
wpurt of our history,  Ages pussed, and Moses's record
wis nnguestioned, At last gome during fellow loguires,
wIf Adam aned Bve swore the first, where 3id the woman
in the land of Nod come feom, whom Cain, thelr son,
sought, and with whom he heeame joined in matrimony @7
This was unmuswerable, like the story of the negro who
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teknd Tiis eompamion, © How Adan was wade, if he was
the first man®  “ Why, don't you kmow ¥ replied lds
sompanion ; = God wade him out of clay. He took 2 Lit
andd maade L trandk, then a head, then logs arms, e,
und etnok them together and put them up against o fonvee
o dee S ALY vejoing the megen, “who made de
fenee  Fror this nnexpected question (he companion
Tad weasde o mrre prevision than A1d Moses for the qnes-
tion of the nnesstey of Cain’e wife,

The hiblicul story, then, of the beginning or origin of
i is believed by all lboral thinkers to luve orginated
in the brain of Moses, sevving for sges to wlisfy the
mhisses Wpon the question of theie wiria. Bat as oivili-
wation advaneed, und the thinker had oetgrawn the story;
he Tooks abows, and theoagh the scarching, investisating
mind of the weolophst upd auihrepolowise finds that six
thousand wears is bue o drop I the hieckoel eompared to
the actual exietence of man upon this planes. I5 the
pegord ar glarg of Moges Iy e oldest writtem  bislory
extant, gur progenitors i the pre-historie uee left o renid
wore dwedlo nod trarhiil of their edstenee carved upon
the bonee of auials EBnown 1o have flinivished in tho
nge. Encer the forest: we pnee 1 bicd's nest fomaken by
ity inhabitant; no Livd i seen, bt that the nest was the
work of the feathered tribe there is no guestion,  We
stpnlle ovor an anfs nest, run sar tees lnte a sguirred-
hole, or face g homels nest alt lomsakan, nod an ocerpand
seen; vet these Turmish saffieient evidence of their former
presenee, for by thebr worle we lingw thent,

Prof. Niles tells the story of a vouple of adyventurers
attempting some yews age the ascentof one of the moun-
ting of Steren Novada,  They were eantioned Ty the
witives net to make the actempt, ns no man had ever
susseeded in reaching the swmmit.  This eneouraged
themn, and taking o United States fag, up they journeyed,
and throwgl heir daring and persigting efforts gained the




P

suenmir 3 the flag unfnile) they waved it to the breezs:
and while congratalating themuelves as the first men who
reached thie monntain-bop, one of then perohance, looked
hehind, and, Lehold! to their great surprise there lay
upon the vock a Now Testament, pack of cards and &
rame-botile! Thoir glory was Toxt, for these furnished
wnguestionable evidenes of the ywcsence of man here
hefare.  Visie other grannds, make excavations, olserve ;
# plece of guartz altvacts vour notice, it Prossesses shape,
and looks like an instrument shaped by wan —it s an
arrow-head ; dig deeper and vou find another arow-head
madn of dint, and by its @6 w0 stone hatchet ; these Jise
voveries fwmish safficient evidence of the existence of
man at the time of these cuth deposits contiining wid
implements, and i the yeologist, frough his investirg-
tion 1 able to Inforn e the compaeulive age of this
Alratia containing these deposits, the swtiquity of wan in
Lhat veglon eum, 0 4 measnrs, b sseertained.  That thee
implenants ave identionl with mun there 5o ot much
guestion; for though o monkey sehibits 1 fair angunt of
rfeason when, to erack s muat, he takes U Inle o tree o
stone and lers 3L Ml theeeon, wnd some Reds Lhe same
when, to ornek the shell of 5 shell-fish, ey At higeh up dn
the air, and lete it fall npon the groand and feeds g
the ment; vet no mplements are shaped, and none known
to be made by any autnal aside frorm inao,

In the Valley of the Homme there bas been discovered,
i the exeavations, fosslls of the mummoth and woolly
rhinoeeros, both extinet, the clephiant, hyena, tiger, hip-
popotamus and the cnve-bear, Muost of tham longr ago
became extinet in Hurope, 'These animals must have
roamed over France, nothing fess, says Sir Clarles Lyell,
than 100,000 years ago. I we can distover associated
with thege feseils found in the deep exeavations the
remaing of the works of man, we shall establish the Facl
that his existence on thiz planet must have extended



Tntek to that period st least. His remidus or hones we
tail to find associoted with said fossils,  In fact it is very
tare that they are found anywhere Tossilizod; instosd,
however, of finding bid remding his works indieating his
presence hove been  discovored, Arvvow-heads, knives
made of flint, othey stone inplemonts, sperr-leads, hateh-
aty, poniavds, &, &o., were found  psseciated  with the
bones of eaid exiinet animals, Mol ooly were these imi-
plements diseovered, Tul also with them bones, with
tinely executed fignves of animals flonvishing ar the tine
engraved thereon. A this period man probably dwelt
i eoves and Tived by buutine, ke the will Todians of
to-day.  Lle bronght the maoue into Lis cave, devowed i,
and ptssessing in thal oady day the art inherent noman,
displayed it ae his lelgues in ﬂllf:t.i‘ng npon the honesy he
Higmres alwovo desedlbod,

We have Jound that the antigquity of mun dates Lawls
af least LOOSOE yveary; wo look stll further and find tha
ab or near Vezeres, stons implemente have been found, of
vavions shapes, olearly indicnsing #he prosence of mon.
Thn goologleal strutu n whieh thess dmploments womw o
bedded is known as the Plivcens steata—reocks thal are
estimated by meer peodogise: to Dave Teeadepogibed at
least & million of yeard ago. TMKHRE yors 35, then, i
reafity bot one-tendh of the peolmble exdsomnen of man
apon onre planet. Bt swppose eue aaeestes dates Taelo (o
the Pliosene epoch, ninillion of yewss ds thatl the begin-
ming ol wman?  Seicnee has boen able o tmee bin no
farthor from U wock e bos Sefr, and vy natmg the
woey gradual grogress of the rice siuee, it 3s neisonuble to
BT L that 2 el anany FedTs—y e, Hges—In sl have
elapaed previous Lo the opoch mentioned, eeo it could
hive arrived aé that stage in st o enable the race te
manufzeture implenents of stone wich saffeiens distinet-
ness b0 indigate to their posterity, o million of years diz-
tant, their prezence upon the planet.



